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PREFACE. 



Xh dB . WaspkembUs |>araUel attetiipted to 
be raft by M, Volney, and other Infidela, 
bfet^^?!een CHrwt amd Grishna, not'Ciftly 
in nteiey bet in the life atid pretended tiki- 
racl^ of the laittefi is if ell kdowdi aad bas 
been in patt rented. In a Tol««i)e o8f i^. 
Asiatic Researches, recently arrived i lit 
Europe, a secbnd pretender to th6 bonoifffs 
and distindiosi of the Christian Messiah 
l»s n»d^ Us i.ppe<«.n«e, «.d, of S^t.. 
tjkHA*Ai t)r SalbahaI^^ who gavt, hi&; 
nantae to the aRfiAT ^ra i^ pl^sent iit 
Bse in IndiH, it is expressly affirmed lb 
Sanscfk bobks — «< that he was bom df a- 
rinoj^i lim nonimaljhther ef the tiATLTEUt^ 
TER tribe; that it liiHis prophesied of kim 
thai he khotdd thus be hotn ; and thai hk lift 



not only a satisfs^ctory sqlution pf Ul^e gtie^t 
questioiji more immediately under exanii- 
iiation, respecting those pseudq-deitie?, 
but a general refutation of the principal 
objections urged by the Indian sceptic in 
theological matters. 

The wide circulation of M. Dupuis'a 
learned, but pernicious, work on the Signs 
of the Zodiac, intepded to tear up Chris- 
tianity by the roots, and the numerous 
editions through which the " Ruins'" of 
M. Volney, and other similar production^ 
have run — productions founded princi- 
pally on Indian astronomical calculation^ 
as presumptuous as they are baseless, ren- 
der that retrospect incumbent on thpse 
who have duly weighed the subject, an4 
know the absolute fallacy of those exag- 
gerated calculations. 

On ^subject less vitally important than 
the present to the interests of Christie 
nity, in particular to that pure, animated, 
sublime form of it which distingqishe^ the 
Established Church of these realms^ ^d 



sdniits of one only incarnate Redeemevx it 
might appear presuqiptuQus to have ad- 
dresised this Dissertation, in the form q£ 
Letters, to the enlightened and dignified 
Order of individuals whose attention they 
solicit, A% the Guvdians;, however, of 
that Churc]), whosQ very foundationa thes» 
nefarious attempts to introduce a second 
incarnate Saviour aniong the fallen race 
of men directly tend to undermine, it is 
hoped they will be received with compla- 
cency from no youngs labourer in the vine- 
yard over which they preside. I rely with 
confidence^ therefbre, on their candid p^ 
rusal of a production which has cost no 
small portion of laborious research, on 
points where failure of proof would inevi- 
tably expose me to the irony and reproach 
of a host of enemies, who are known to 
pursue me and my writings with bitter 
and inextinguishable rancour. It is cer-» 
tainly the last work in prose with which 
J shall ever presume to trouble the public ; 
jand J hope it may prpve somewhat of 



VI preface; 

a passport to the last work* which I shall 
ever publish in poetry ; inscribed to the 
Earl of Carysfort, himself a bard of no 
inferior fame, and honoured through his 
kind recommendation, with the sanction 
of many individuals of that illustrious 
family, long distinguished (as the Gr en- 
till e Homer can attest) both as the Or- 
naments, and the Patrons of Literature ! 

* See the Advertisement at the end of this pamphlet. 



N« B. A few copies of the Oeibntal Tbinitieh 
yet remain^ for sale, at No* 63, Fleet-street. 
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ADDENDUM TO PREFACE. 



Since the sheets of this work have been 
printed off, a friend, to whose inspection 
they have been privately submitted, has 
suggested a hint too important to be 
passed over unnoticed, although the in- 
troduction of it in this place may be some- 
what informal. It is to the following effect: 

He observes,'! hat if the hypothesis which 
I have, throughout these pages laboured 
(I trust, not ineffectually,) to establish, be 
founded in fact, viz. that the Indians bor- 
rowed the idea of their incarnate deities 
being the offspring of virgins — for from what 
source, except Revelation, could such a 
doctrine have emanated ? — from the well 
known prediction relative to the birth of 
the Messiah, in Isaiah vii. 14, propagated 
hy the Jews, through Asia, during the 
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Via ADDENDUM TD ^EEFACE. 

mde and various dispersion of that mi« 
gratory race, it forms a new, a striking^ 
and, indeed, m irrefragbible proof, in v^hat 
sense the ancient Hebrews understood the 
word ilDhiff ALMAH, which the generality 
of their modern commentators) in their 
avowed hostility to Christianity, deny pro-* 
perly to signify a virgin. This circum-* 
stance, corroborated by the arguments 
adduced by the immortal Kidder, in the 
fifth chapter of the second part of his 
" Demonstration of the Messiah^'' and by 
the known significatioti of old assigned tto 
that word by the Seventy, seems to put 
the disputed matter for ever at rest. 



LETTERS 



TO THE RIGHT REVEREND 



THE EPISCOPAL BENCEt 
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LETTER h 

W HiLE some of your Lordships, with becoitifh^ 
attention to the sacred duties of your high station^ 
are employed in refuting the erroneous doctrines in- 
culcated by the bigoted admirers of Calvin, and 
others in combating the dreadful Arian and Soci- 
Irian heresies^ a blow has been aimed^ or ratbei* 
has been long aiming, at the very vitals of Christi- 
anity, in a quarter whence it has been presumed 
no small corroboration of its momentous truths bad 
been of recent periods obtained^ 

That quarter is Hin dost an, among whosd 
fabled divinities and canonized heroes are two 
characters, whose history and adventures^ in many 
respects, bear so striking a resemblance to those 
of our blessed Saviour, that^ since one of thestf 
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renowned personages, Crishna, flourished one 
thousand years before his advent, and the other, 
Salivahana, yfds co-aval with him, commencing 
his existence on earth in the very first year of the 
Christian aera, a person ignorant of the frauds and 
interpolations of the Brahmins, and not deeply 
impressed with a conviction of the truths of Christi- 
anity^ might be led to suppose that the latter, if 
not wholly an in)posture> at least stood indebted to 
the former for i considerable portion of the facts 
recorded in its sacred page. 

If, my Lords, such were indeed the deplorable 
case; if the whole scriptural account of the life, 
miracles, and death of Christ be a plagiarism fKMn 
Hindoo books of higher, or even of equal antiquity 
with the aera of Christianity ; if the dhine Crishoa* 
a^ be is there invariably denominated, or the half- 
deified Salivahaoa acted the same part in Incfia 
v^hich the Saviour of the world aaed in Palestine^ 
it is c^ littk Gonsequeace who adopts the dbQtrine 
of Luther, or who of Calvin. ; or how wi^ly 
are diffused the heresies of Arius and Sodnus* 
The pretension of the former to diviae honoufi, 
as an incarnation of the preserver Veeshnu, have 
been long known io Europe by the puUicatioD o£ 
the Bagavao AM, and the ostentatious blazonryiof 
his miracukma deeds ; while his beaUng the skk^ 
and raising even the dead to Ufe^ have often, by the 
sceptics of France, been insidiously contrasted with 
the genuine miracles of the tine and only Preserver. 
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The more wonderful history of SaMVahana has only 
been recently imported into Europe, in the ninth 
volume of the Asiatic Researches ; and for it we are 
indebted to the particular researches of the indefa- 
tigable Mr. Wilford, who, dreading a repetition of 
former impositions practised upon him by the Birah* 
mins, produces the most authentic vouchers for the 
authority of the manuscripts whence it is tak«i. 
Concerning tte dalte of the ori^nal composition^ 
nothing is determined, nor can indeed be expected^ 
fi>T Mr. W.iikins, whose authority is indisputable, 
has informed us, in the Preface to the Heetopade^ 
**^ tbat few Sanscrit books bear either the name of the 
r^l author, or the daU cf the year in which they 
were written ;" whaft surer subterfuge than this caft 
be foond for the most daring impositions ? and, con- 
victed as the Brahmins have, been, in the instance 
^ Mr. Wilford, of direct and palpable forgery, 
how is it possible to give them a moment's credit 
for records and facts not sanctioned either by the 
kiterna^l evidence of die volume itself, oft othet in^ 
^^utable testimony*^ 

I have truly applied to the history last mentioned, 
iteitof Salivahana, the epithet of niiffe wonderful^ 
because the assumptions of this new intruder on the 
tiodce of the Christian theologian, are, in some re-* 
spects^ of a higher class than those of his predecessor. 
Iir the biith of Crishk^a, for instance, though ati 
MVATA^t and that birth was predicted^ nothing su« 
pertiatural is pretended, he being the son of mere 
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human parents i^Ws father Vasudevaj his mothiif' 
Devaci. But in respect to Salivahana, irt 
addition to his birth being also predicted, the Chris- 
tian will be shocked to read that he is reptesented 
as being born o^ o Virgin, and that bis nominal 
earthly progenitor was a carpenter, &c..&c. I 
shall presently detail these particulars more at large 
in various extracts from the volume itself, and 
firmly hope that I shall be able to find an antidote 
for the poison thus attempted to be diffused. 

The region, whence these attacks upon Christi- 
anity have constantly proceeded, I must again re- 
peat, is Hi N DO STAN ; a region alternately produce 
live, as it should seeni^ of good and evil to the 
Christian cause, although the apparent evily upon 
due investigation, often turns out to be eventual 
good^ and calumnious cavils are generally con- 
verted into a 'direct corroboration of what thejr 
were intended to undermine and destroy. Notwith-^ 
standing, therefore, in a preceding p^ragraph^ I have 
used the doubtful word presumed, in respect to the 
evidences in favour of the truth of Christianity, de^^ 
duced from the Brahminical doctrines and ritual, 
before this Address shall be concluded, I hope to be 
able to convince your Lordships, in spite of some 
partial exaggerations of facts, and some incidental 
efforts of overstrained zeal in its hallowed cause^ 
that such corroboration i^tZ5 acUially been afforded^ 
Having been formerly very much engaged, as i» 
well known to many of your Lordships, in researches 



of a nature connected with this subject, and, in 
fact, particular portions of my own writings, from 
their purport being misapprehended, having pos- 
sibly given occasion to some of the mistakes alluded 
to, I hold it a duty, while yet my life is spared, 
and my faculties are unimpaired, to return to the 
investigation, to repel the bold aggression in ques- 
tion, and to prevent the effect of any misappre- 
hensions of which I may unfortunately have been 
the cau^e, by" candidly confessing my o\yn errors, 
\^here they may have unintentionally occurred, 

CHRISTIANITY WANTED NO SUPPORT FROM 
INDIAN RECORPS ; B U T HAS UNEXPECTED LY 
DERIVED IT FROM THAT SOURCE, 

Previously, however, to my entering upon the 
important subject which is the more immediate ob- 
ject of this discussion, I consider myself bound to. 
reply to an accusation repeatedly, but very unjustly, 
brought against writers engaged oji the same side 
of the question with myself, that we have endea- 
voured to prop up the adamantine fabric of the 
Christian religion with pillars constructed of perish* 
able Indian materials. For mysjelf, and for all 
those whom I have the honour tq know, as at all 
coinciding with me in opinion, or co-operating with 
xne in exertion, towards the accomplishment of the 
great work which we have respectively undertaken, 
vjz. the vindication of the national faith from insult 
^nd reproach^ directed against it from an Asiatic 
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quarter, I indignantly deny the accusadon. But 
when, many years back, Messrs. Bailii, Dupuis, 
Voltaire, Volney, and the whole French infidel 
school had once hoisted their standard — their 
boldest standard of defiance— on the ground of the 
presumed unfathoniable antiquity of India, its 
scienqcs, and history ; when its wild and fabulous 
cosmogony, its vaunted astronomical tables, refer- 
ring us back, for their origin, to immense revolved 
ages, and their solar and lunar dynasties of its ima- 
ginary sovereigns, in fact their planeti^ry gods, 
extending beyond human calculation, together with 
the total denial of a general deluge having ever 
taken place in the high regions of Hindostan, were 
perseveringly urged in direct opposition to, and 
intended to be utterly subversive of, the Mosaic . 
records ; when such, I say, was the case, and the 
fact is well known, the defenders of the nobler Chris- 
tian code had an undoubted right, nay, it was their 
bounden duty, rigidly to investigate these ancient 
Indian memoirs; and if, after strict and cautious 
CKamination, by persons properly qualified to de- 
cide, as in the instance of Sir W. Jones, and other 
aWe investigators, accurately made on the spot, 
they were found remarkably to corroborate, instead- 
of invalidating the truth of those records, they pos- 
sessed an equally undoubted right to turn the tables 
on their adversaries, in their turn toexultj and de- . 
corate their triumph with the trophies of so honour- 
able a victory. 
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THE VAUNTED ASTRONOMICAL TABLES OP 
INDIA FOUNDED lU FALLACY^ 

Instead of possessing an antiquity mounting up 
almost to eternity in numberless Yugs, Calpas, 
and Manwantaras, it was soon discovered that 
the Indians calculated time by the bright avd dark 
halves of the moon ; in short, that their boasted year 
was only a fortnight; in some instances only a 
DAY oF 24 hours ; and that similar exaggerations, in 
astronomy, had in every respect taken place. By 
later enquiries, these facts have been still more de- 
qisively proved; and the astronomer Laplace, in 
1809, answers Bailli, his sceptical brother of 1787, 
by asserting the utter impossibility of the famous 
:ables of Tirvalore, which boast an origin of 
310^ years before the commencement of the Chris- 
tian aera, being founded on just and actual calcula* 
tioh. His statements bdng extremely important 
towards the design of this investigation, I add the 
passage from that able astronomer's System du 
Monde, as recently and luminously translated by 
Mr. Pond, the very ingenious successor of Dr. 
Maskelyhe, at Greenwich. 

•' The Indian tables have two principal epochs, 
whi6h go back, one to the year 3102, the other to 
the year 1491, before the Christian eera. These 
epochs are eonnected with the mean moiions of the 



sun, moon, and planets in such a manner, that one 
is evidently fictitious. The celebrated astronomer 
above alluded to, (Bailli) endeavours, in his In- 
dian Astronomy, to prove that the first of these 
epochs is founded on observation. Notwithstanding 
^11 the arguments are brought forward with that in- 
terest which he so well knew how to bestow on 
subjects the most difficult, 1 am still of opinion, 
that this period was invented for the purpose of 
giving a common origin to all the motions of the 
heavenly bodies in the zodiac. In fact, computing 
according to the Indian tables, from the yeat 149^ 
to 3i02i we find a general conjunction of the sun, 
and all the planets, as these tables suppose ; but 
their conjunction diffisrs too much from the result 
of our best tables, to have ever taken place, which 
shews that the epoch to which they refer^ was not 
established on observation^'* * 

On this occasion, I cannotdeny myself the pride 
and satisfaction of remarking, how much this deci- 
sion of Mr, Laplape confirms the strictures which I 
then had the honour to publish in reply to the as* 
sumptions of M. Bailli, relative to the whole system 
of the Indian Astronomy, in the first volume of my 
Ancient India, which came out in 1795. when the 
French Revolution was at its height, and his, and 
other dangerous productions were as yet unan«> 
swered. I imputed the origin of these boasted tables^ 

ofTervilore in particular, to retrograde calculation$; 

• • > 

* Laplace, Vol. ii. p. 250. London edit. 



[9] 

»nd the event has proved that I was right. The 
reader will find the 8th Chapter of that History 
concluding with the following observation. '• Every 
body at all conversant with astronomy, knows 

WITH WHAT EASE, AND TO* WHAT DISTANT 
I^ERIODS, IT IS IN THE POWER OF SKILFUL 
ASTRONOMERS TO CARRY UP THEIR RETRO- 
QRESSIVE CALCULATIONS ; TO FORM 8UPPOSI* 
XIOUS JEKAS OF UNFATHOMABLE ANTIfJUITY, 
EXISTING ONLY IN IMAGINATION; AND TO 
STAMP UPON THOSE iERAS THE COUNTERFEIT 
IMPRESSIONS OF TRUTH, AND THE SANCTION 
OF APPARENT AUTHENTICITY.*'* 

On the same ground, I also combated the pre* 
sumptuous statements of M. Dupuis, so impu- 
dently brought forward and blazoned in Volney's 
Ruins ; and asserting, that the signs of the zodiac 
must at least be 16,000 years old, because there are 
many probable arguments to shew that Libra was 
formerly the sign of the vernal, and Aries of the 
autumnal equinox ; or, in other words, that since 
the origin of astronomy, the precession of the equi- 
noxes had carried forward by siven signs, the pri- 
mitive order of the zodiac ; statements the more 
daring and objectionable, because he well knew at 
the time that a vast number of ages must have ne- 
cessarily elapsed before the motions of the sun, 
moon> and planetSi could be ascertained with to- 
lerable exactness ; before proper instruments could 

t See the Hbtory of Ancient India, Vol. i. p. 271. 
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be invented to take the height of the pole, and eJe^ 
vation of the stars ; and before their several po8i-« 
tions in the heavens could be accurately noted on 
descriptive tables, or a celestial sphere and a zodiac 
formed. 

My objections to these magnified chronological 
statements, your Lordships will please to observe^ 
bad no concern with the age of the globe itself, 
which we inhabit, and which, for aught we know, 
and for any thing decidedly said by Moses to the 
contrary, may have rolled, as modern geologists 
are fond of asserting, for uncounted ages, but with 
the race of mortals 'mho now inbabit it; the origin 
of whose existence upon it is limited, by the sacred 
records, to a period of about 6000 years ; and this 
fact is confirmed by all that we know of the gradual 
civilization of the human race, the history of th< 
arts and sciences, and the monuments of ageS) 
already sunk in eternal oblivion. 

Having thus in part^ cleared the way to an in-» 
vestigation of considerable lei^th, and of htgb inp? 
portance, and requesting the patient and candid at-* 
tention of your Lordships, to what will be submitted 
to you in subsequent letters, I have the honour 
|o be, My Lords, 

Your Lordships obedient. 

And faithful Servant, 

THOMAS MAURICE. 

British Museum^ 
1st January f 1812. 
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LETTER II. 



My Lords, 



Advancing in that comprehensive survey of 
things, which it is absolutely necessary to take previ- 
ously to the consideration of the nioitientous question 
which I have engaged to elucidatCj I now proceed 
to the discussion of other important matters con- 
nected with the early history and sciences of India. 



THE INDIAN COSMOGONY* THOUGH BLENDEQ 
WITH PHYSICAL FABLES, CON SON AN T WITH 
THE MOSAIC 

« 

\ 

*■ 

As the enquiries undertaken and alluded to in my 
former Letter, became more extended, and the In-^ 
dian system of the cosmogony was examined, so 
far from opposing, it was found, in its great out-f 
line, unequivocally to corroborate the statements^ 
pf the Mosaic records : and so marked was the si* 
milarity in many points between them, particularly 
in respect to the primitive chaos, dark, void, and 
turbid; in their notion of Brahma or the divine spirit, 
Recumbent in the egg, bright as gold, floating 
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pfi the primordial waters; in the successive fabri- 
cation of the sun, moon, and stars j and lastly, in the 
formation of man^ in the image of bis maker, or, to, 
use the Hindoo term, the divine male*— that 
scepticism, alarmed and confounded, began to, 
shift its ground, and at length exultingly exclaimed, 
*' In India are to be found the sources of the He- 
brew cosmogony, obtained by Moses through 
Egyptian conduits," 

Rejecting the natural and easy solutioo o^ 
the difficuhy in which they found themselves, 
involved, and which formed the basis of all 
that I composed in the initial chapters of my 
y Ancient India," viz. traditions, relative tq 
these important events preserved, with many varia- 
tions in all the branches of the great patriarchal 
family, wheresoever dispersed— rejecting, I say, this 
satisfactory hypothesis, rejecting the simple, sublime, 
and digniBed account of Moses, totally unencum- 
bered as it is with the puerile conceptions, and my- 
thological allusions of Brahmin physics, the mun- 
dane egg, the lotos, &c. which so decidedly distin- 
guishes the original from the degraded and muti- 
lated copy, our opponents pertinaciously insisted that 
the Brahmin archives were the real fountain whence 
Moses drew the materials of his cosmogony. 

• The reader will find all these particulars detailed ixj th^ 
Institutes of Menu, Chap. I. p. 1. and subsequent. 
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kNSIDiaUS PARALLEL BETWEEN THE HEBREW 
AND HINDOO COSMOGONY CONSIDERED ANI> 
REFUTED* 

In theprefece- to the fifth volume of the Asiatic 
Researches, published in London, but certainly not 
authorised by the Asiatic Society, the two systems 
of the cosmogony^ Hindoo and Hebraic, are exhi- 
bited together, and elaborately contrasted in the 
jsame page> and the preference is manifestly, though 
insidiously given to that of the former. It was thought 
important at the time that this preface or advertise* 
.fnent^ as with affected humility it was denominated^ 
should receive an answer, and myself being refer- 
red to for that purpose, I drew up the best reply 
the time would admit of, and which appeared in a 
respectable journal of the day. The whole is top 
long for insertion in these pages, but it contained 
the subjoined observations, which I shall introduce 
by informing the reader, that the writer of the ob- 
noxious critique in question, very obligingly uses 
his utmost endeavours to turn the arguments of 
Sir W. Jones against the very system (the Mosaic) 
which, upon conviction of its truth, he was strenu- 
ously defending. In his Dissertation on the supposed 
age of the Vedas, prefixed to the Institutes of Menu, 
the President bad admitted| from circumstances pre; 
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viously stated, but still very problematical, the pos* 
sibilityy the bare possibility that the Yajur Veda, 
the oldest of them might be of the age of 1580 
years] before Christ, which> as he observes, would 
make it older than the five books of Moses ; for 
Moses was not born, according to Usher^ till 1571 
before Christ. The possible age of the publication 
of the Institutes of Menu, he supposes might be 
1280 years before Christ, but the triore probable 
one, from arguments preceding those adduced, he 
intimates might be 880 yeirs before that sera. Oh 
the ground of this information, so cautiously givert, 
the writer in question, proceeds to remark, as foli. 
lows : 

** The writings of Moses have generally been 
considered as more ancient than those oPany oih€^ 
person : but the Hindu Scriptures, so far as thfe 
researches of several learned men have extended, 
appear to be of very high antiquity, and are eveh 
carried by some beyond the titwc of the HebfeW 
Lawgiver. Sir. W. Jones, in hi*s Preface x6 the 
*' Institutes of Hindu Law, or the Ordinances of 
Menu, according to the Gloss of Cullu'caj* 
carries the highest arge of the Tajur vida 1580 yeaife 
before the birth of Christ, which is nine years 
previous to the birth of Moses, and ninety bef<!irc 
Moses departed from Egypt with the liraeUtdJ. 
This datr, of 1580 years before Christ, seentotbe 
more probable, because the Hir)du< sages are sftk^td 
huv€ dcHvcred their knowledge oraHy." 
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He then comoiences the Gooaparison in qu^tioh^, 
the resembling passives in th^ Hebrew and Hindu 
co«m^onie3 being placed parallel tQ each other in 
the same page ; and it is worthy of remark, that op- 
posed to thoie two energetic line^ as they stand in 
that page, forming the first verse of the Pentateuch ; 
h the begimhtg God created the Heaven and tbc 
Eurtk; there occurs a texi of the Hindoo compo- 
siiicMi, merdy descrip^ve of the sanae fact, consisting 
of no less than eighteen lines, an evident paraphrase 
of the former. Even if the original Ya j u r Veda 
itself had been quoted, this circumstance .would 
havede^royed its credit as the original con^sition ; 
t^ut the verses cited are from these very Institutes. 
of Memi, the Indian legislator, not of the age of: 
1580, but possibly of 1280, and more likely of 
only S80 befbie Christ. My observations on the 
fact itsetf of the interpolation, and the contrasted 
passages, as inserted in the same respectable journalj 
were as follows ,: 

" On openii^ the fifth volume, we were not a 
little surprised to observe what is called a,n Adver- 
tisement prefixed to it, and containing what we 
conceive to he a very unfair statement of a most 
important fact, in language very intell^ible, though 
afiectedly ddicate ; and assertii^ the claim of the 
Hindoo scriptures to an antiquity greater than that 
o£ tbe Mosaic writings ; those writings^ for the au- 
tbenticity and priority of which to all human re- 
OMrdSt the iUustrious institutor of the Asiatip Society 
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Was an able and strenuous advocate. The ditten^pti 
therefore, to invalidate that claim^ is by no means 
respectfal to his memory ; and as there is no name 
prefixed or added to this Advertisement, it is evi^ 
dently an interpolation^ the more pernicious, be- 
cause insinuations of this kind, from such a quarter^ 
must have a direct tendency- to do material injury 
among that class of readers, who may not have dis« 
cernment to detect the fallacy of the argument* We 
think it important to do so^and shall devote a con* 
ftiderable- portion of our present Number to that 
purpose. There is an appatent Candour runs through 
the production, to whomsoever it belongs, which 
does not in fact, exist in it. We object to the wbde^ 
but particularly to the parts which we shall extract^ 
and the inferences drawn from them, because they 
give the very opposite result to the condusion made 
by Sir William Jones, after profound investigation . 
of this important subject*" 

After citing the above, and some other jjassagesr 
not necessary to be again quoted, as their purport 
will be seen in the answer, my observations were 
thus continued: ^^ On this passage we nnist observe^ 
jir$t^ that all genuine traditional accounts preserved 
in Asia 6f the Cosmogony must, of necessity, bear 
some resemblance to the account given by Mose^ - 
in the Pentateuch, and the nearer that resemblance^ 
we add, ^he more audientic probably the tiiiditidn^ • 
It^ is generally believed among Christians that 
Moses, in writing his account of the creation^ wa^- 
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^spif0; b«it stiil tfa^ Aitthoif of the fact, and tVe 
^rder of ivtntd tnigdt be, arid most pirobably were, 
tfedsufed in the breasts of the primitive race of 
fnen, arid by thenl handed down, from fatter to 
Ml, froiU Adam to Noah, and his posterity, throu^ 
a series of generations. Now, if the Meku of 
Iltdis and the Noah of Scripture were, as there is 
fevery reason to suppose; the same person, it is natu- 
rally to be expected that the leading features in the 
Indian and Hebrew description of that 6vent;should 
neatly correspond ; and ^he codes of Menu and the 
Mosaic Pentateuch powerfully corroborate, as they 
are known to do, each bther. It is exceedingly 
unfair to argue, as is insinuated hire, diat Moses 
borrowfed his Cosmogony from the Hindu books ; 
because^ setting for a moment all idea of his inspi'^ 
tation aside, he could go back to the same sources 
6f intelKgence with the Hindoos themselves ; since, 
as Sit W. Jones himself has elsewhere jusdy ob- 
scrved^ he lived at a period not so remote from the 
days of Noah, but that he might have obtained the 
j^artitulars of his history from one or otJier of the 
iflbmediate descendants of the virtuous Shera. Were 
the parallel extracts, therefore, still more similar 
than they are, it by no means follows that the He- 
brew is a copy of the Hindoo Cosmogony ; while 
Utit verity of the former is greatly corroborated by 
all the circumstances that evince the resemblance, 
in the great outline, of the latter system to it. 
*^ But, secondly^ wire the Vedas, or rather the 

C 
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Yajur Veda, composed in the early age con- 
tended for^ i. e. 1 580 years before Christ, or 90 
before the departure of Moses, from Egypt, what 
has this circumstance to do with the point in debate^ 
or how does it prove that the code of Moses was 
taken from the Institutes of Menu ? a law-tract 
expressly stated by the translator, in his Preface, 
to have been written only 1180 years before Christ, 
or 30a years posterior in time to the Vedas/and 
above 200 years after the departure of 
M08ES FROM Egypt* If the author had favoured 
us with extracts from the particular Veda in ques« 
tion, and opposed them to the Mosaic in the same 
page, and in the same manner as he has arranged 
those in his Advertisement^ it would have been 
somewhat ta the purpose, and we should then have 
been better able to judge of the conformity between 
them, and to decide which was the original^ and 
which the copy. But as the matter now stands, 
thefc is every appearance of the Cosmogony of the 
Institutes being borrowed from that of Moses; a^ 
least there is far better ground for this supposidon 
than the contrary, since the production is so much 
later in point of time. Besides, it should be re- 
membered, that when the President mentioned the 
y^ur 1580 before Christ, as the highest possible age 
of the V4das^ he speaks of the whole as conjecture,; 
as a thing of extreme uncertainty. In another 
place, while he allows the very early diflFusioo, 
ORALLY, of the doctirines contained in them, be 
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limits their ag^' as a written composicion, to the 12th 
century before Christ ; and even in the Preface to 
diese very Institutes (a circumstance which should 
have forcibly struck the attention of the writer, 
before he ventured on these rash strictures), he as- 
signs the low date of only 880 years before Christy 
as the probable period of their being collected into 
a volume.* These vaunted books, therefore, of 
the Hindoos, could not have been seen by the He- 
brew le^slator, much less have been copied by him; 
and at the vast distance which he was from the 
scene oi the promulgation of the Vedas, it is not 
probable^ that even a report of the doctrines con- 
tained in them had reached him, from a race among 
whom a punishment worse than death (tbe loss oj 
east) awaited the divulger of the hallowed dogmas 
inculcated in them. What foreigner. before Sir W* 
Jones, and another member or two of the Asiatic 
Society, was ever able to acquire or to read the 
Vedas in their original dialect ; and can we sup- 
pose the Brahmins were more communicative of 
their contents in ancient than in modern periods ? 
Tortures and the dread of death could never make 
them disclose the secret of those venerated books ; 
all the allurements held out to them by the mild 
and magnificent Akber for this purpose were of no 
avail; and to obtain some little insight into them, 
he was compelled to have recourse to a perfidious 
stratagem that disgraced him. The story of Feizi 

* Consuli the Preface to the Calcutta edition of the Instil 
tutes, in quarto, p. $• 
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and bis Brahmin preceptor, is equttt^ interesHng 
and well known. The simttitade of the narration, 
therefore^ and it is only a general one, can alone be 
accounted for on the ground of tradition ; and the 
greatest honour redounds to Moses from a compa-- 
rison intended^ though not proftssedlyj to degrade 
him. 

The " Asiatic Researches** is a work so highly 
respectable : it commenced with such a noUe de- 
fence of revealed religion^ in the various disserta*^ 
tions of the excellent founder of the Society; and 
die spirit of Jacobin scepticism, which has been se 
widely diffused through Europe by our Gallic 
rivals, may be so much encouraged by any devia* 
tion from the first principles on which it was con« 
ducted, that we heartily wish, for the credit and 
character of the London editors, that the strictures 
in que^ionhad not been admitted. There are othef 
paragraphs towards the close still more offensive, 
but we forbear to cite them, and recommend to our 
readers in binding up the book^ to leave them out 
entirely, as they cannot be properly safid to make 
any part of the fifth volume.* 

Ths Indian Accounts op a Ginkral D£« 
lug&, and thl earliest post-diluvian 
ag£s, dbcid£dly €orroborativs op the 
Mosaic. 

Ac A IN we were informed by the hardened progeny^ 
of Indian ^epiicism that, in Uindostan, the inhabit- 

t See British Critic for August ISQO. 
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ants had no record of a General Dbluge; but 
it has also been incontestably proved, from the 
same high authority, that, so far is this from beihg 
the case, their three first avatars, the Matsta, or 
Fisb; the CovKMA^ or Tortoise; the Varaha, or 
Boar, have a direct unequivocal allusion to that 
awful catastrophe ; and that in the overwhelming 
waters criP that deluge all then living, except a cer- 
tain great and pious king, and seven upright men, 
the seven Reyshebs, tinbking together the sacred 
Ogdoas, so celebrated in Asiatic antiquity, were 
utterly swallowed up. Astronomy, in this instance^ 
Has proved friendly to Christianity, for those serpen 
Reyshees were early raised to the skies, and con- . 
stellated in the pleiades; as the presiding genii 
of which stars they are constantly referred to in the 
ancient astronomical fables of India. 

We are farther informed, in corrbboration of 
the sacred volume, that, in the fourth, or Sing 
avatar, a tyrannical and blaspheming monarch 
was destroyed in the very moment of his bias • 
phemy, by the enraged deity issumg, in the form 
of a mansion, firom a bursting* column of marblCj, 
which in the order of events should point to the 
calamity of Babel, where the greatest monument 
ever constructed by the power and arrogance of 
man was destroyed, as the Asiatic records attest, 
by thunder and whirlwind from that heaven which 
it was intended to brave. As the fourth avatar 
probably alludes to the tyrant of Babylon, Ni m ro n, 



the iniquitous hunter of men and beasts, the Orion 
of the sphere, so the fifth, or dwarf avatar, in which 
a haughty monarch, named Bali, is humbled by. 
to contemptible an agent as an insignificant dwarfs 
it is more than probable, from analogy, was in- 
tended to designate (and the idea is at least sane* 
tioned by the near resemblance of their names) 
the next mighty Babylonian despot, Belus. Ih: 
the two succeeding avatars, named Rama, both 
great Asiatic warriors and legislators, it is scarcely 
possible, in our descent through those pristine 
ages, not to acknowledge the great Cuthite con- 
querors of that name, so renowned over all the 
eastern world ; for, in decided corroboration of 
this supposition, observes the President, " the hy- 
pothesis that government was first established, 
laws enacted, and agriculture encouraged in India 
by Rama, about 3800 years, agrees with the re- 
ceived account of Noah's death, and the previous 
settlement of his immediate descendants.*'^ 1 

I am perfectly aware how much this hypothesis^ 
though first conceived in the mind of so great a 
genius, runs counter to the present favourite idea 
of Indian scholars, that all the avatars, and all the 
great recorded personages of high antiquity in India, 
are of astronomical origin ; but being at the 
seme time convinced how inseparably history and 
astronomy, that is, civil and sidereal annals, were . 

* On the Indian Chronology in Asiat. Research. Vol. ii. 
p. 132. Calcutta edition. 
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blended in very ancient periods, I am determined, 
on no account^ to relinquish the ground on which) 
after the most deliberate reflecnon, I have pro- 
ceeded in my Indian historical researches; and am 
neither to be frightened or bantered out of an 
hypothesis so consistent, so uniform, and so inti- 
mately connected, in its great outline, with the sacred 
and civil history of the world. I confess myself 
willing to allow to astronomy, as her just claim, a 
large portion of the ancient pagan history of the 
world, but not the whole. Christianity, however, 
towers far above these air-built systems ; its sublime 
and immutable dogmas have nothing to do with the 
vagaries of astronomers, or the dreams of philoso- 
phers. Standing firm on its adamantine founda- 
tions, it wants no support from other systems ; but 
if attempted to be undermined by the advocates of 
those systems, its adherents will ever be found 
arrayed in celestial panoply, and animated with 
that immortal vigour which their cause inspires, to 
repel the daring outrage ; and if a new column be 
added to the fabric, it is not intended by way of 
PROP to an edifice in no danger of falling, but it is 
a triumphal column, a pyramid of glory, erected on 
the ruin of a vanquished enemy ! I am far firom 
arrogating to myself any prominent share in the 
victory ; but it is well known to your Lordships 
that, in this great and long contested cause, I have 
neither wanted activity, or zeal ; nor, at the same 
time, have I wanted calumniators to detract from 
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my hqmble and well meant exertions. Unworthy 
instrutnent asf I may be in the hands of Providence 
in contributing to its support, I will n^ver desert 
the honourable post at which I am stationed, io 
the hour of danger ; ft post which I have now 
maintained for above twenty years^ and will main- 
tain^ to the best of my abilities^ ^ill the last niomept 
of my existence. 

I have the honour to be. 

My Lords, 
With profound respect. 

Your Lordship's obedient^ / 
And faithful Servant. 
THOMAS MAURICE^ 



■■.\ 
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LETTER III. 

My LoRPSy 

/Vfter the necessary preliminiry observations ilk 
my Wo preceding Letters, I come, at length, to that 
far moire interesting and important subject, wUcb, iii 
the total silence of abler advocates in this great 
cause, I have undertaken to investigate* 

P|LIMifiVAL TRAOITIQHS AND FREDICTIONS 
KILATIVB TO THE INCARNATION QW 

TH9 Messiah, the true origin of the 
Indian AVATARS, 

Havipg failed by means of the arrogant assump- 
tions of astronomers, of cosmogonies founded on 
the baselesis structure of puerile fables, and of ima« 
ginary solar and lunar dynasties, to shake the cen- 
tered stability of the Mosaic fabric, the subde sacer- 
dotal tribe of India proceeded, by secret and insi- 
di6us assaults, to undermine that npbler edifice of 
which the Mosaic dispensation formed the ba3is; to 
degrade from his high dignity the true Saviour of tbc 
world I and clothe with his immortal robes the 
gods, demi-gods, and heroes of their fanciful my- 
thology. Id iact, the attacks, secret and avowed. 



from this Asiatic quarter of the world, aided by 
European ingenuity, are now become so continued, 
so numerous, and so artful, that all the zeal, all the 
vigilance, and all the abilities of the Christian 
church, ought to be incessantly exerted to withstand 
and annihilate them. 

Having already, in the second Volume of my 
Ancient India, presented the public with the entire 
history of Cr I sHN A, from a valuable manuscript in. 
the British Museum, a translation by Mr* Halhed 
flrom a Persian copy of the Bh agavat, one of the 
most esteemed of the pur an as, it is only neces* 
sary for me, in this place, to give a summary of 
facts from the introductory chapter to that history, 
for the elucidation of the succeeding statements, 
aitid without which they would, to the majority of 
readers, be almost unintelligible. It is indeed, more 
particularly incumbent on me so to dot as the 
'* Ancient India,'* has been long out of print, and 
is not soon likely to be reprinted ; though, had the 
argument been on the opposite side of the question, 
in all probability, before this time, editions would 
have been multiplied. 

I commenced that dissertation with remarking 
that the first idea of an avatar, or divine in- 
carnation, could only have originated in a per- 
version of the primaeval tradition relative to an 
INCARNATE WORD, the promised Seed, who in 
due time was ordained to crush the head of the 
bruised serpent. That the whole Asiatic worlds 
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from the earliest post dihivian aera to that in which 
the Messiah appeared, was big with the expectation 
of such a mighty deliverer in the course of ages 
to appear on earth ; that it appeared indubitable 
that the Hindoos, idolizing some eminent character 
of antiquity, distinguished, in the early annals of 
their nation, by heroic fortitude and exalted piety^ 
bad applied to that character the ancient predictions 
concerning an incarnate deity, handecT down 
to them from their Chaldaean ancestors ; and that we 
might the more justly affirm this of the Avatar of 
Crishna, because* it is allowed to be the most illus* 
trioqsofthem all; since, according to the Indians 
themselves, in the seven preceding Avatars, the 
deity brought only an ansa^ or portion of his divi- 
nity ; but, in the eigbtb^ he descended in all the 
plenitude of the godhead, and was Veesbnu himself 
in a human form. I farther observed that the memory 
of this grand proinise was cherished with religious 
reverence throughout the whole ancient, and par- 
ticularly the Asiatic, world ; that it entered deeply 
into their symbolical superstitions, and was engraved 
aloft amidst their mythologic sculptures. Every 
where was to be seen a god contending with his 
adversary, an envenomed serpent: Osiris, Hercules, 
Crishna, and Apollo, are beheld alternately to 
aim at the slimy monster, the victorious javelin, or 
wield the destroying club# The astronomers of 
Assyria, exalted to the sphere the mysterious em- 
blcmj on the northern division of which conspicu* 
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oudy mAy he seen ^hef^ot of the celestial Hercules 
about to uample ou the bead of the dragon, while 
the Brahmins, of India consecrated the ituage in the 
nbbleA of their Avatars* 

THE PROPHECIES OF JOB9 OF BALAAM9 AND OF 
ZOROASTER; THE VISIT OF THE LATTER TO 

THE BRAHMINS. 

t 

I adduced^ as proofs, of that general and anx* 
lous expectation of an incarnate deity's descent, 
that sublime prophetic exclamation of the Chaldean 
Job, / knoTff that my redeemer livetb^ and that be 
sball stand at tbe latter day upon tbe earib ; and 
that of Balaam, which follows next in order of 
* time : / sball see bim (the Messiah) but not now ; 
1 sball heboid bim, but not nigb : tbere sball come 
a star out of Jacobs and a scepter sball rise out 
of Israel. I observed that die light of that star, now* 
faintly glimmering, and now transcendently turpi-' 
nous, beamed through all the succeeding ages thatf 
rolled on from Moses to Malachi, the last of the 
prophets ; and that during the four hundred years* 
which intervened between that prophet and its^ 
complete emersion, God left not himself without a 
witness in the pagan world ; that the ancient tradi-' 
tions began to be more widely diffused through 
Asia ; and the Heathen oracles themselves, as welf 
those that were written, as those that were votdWf 
given, afforded their combined testimony to the 
oracles of frutb. 



The roost cBsUnguished of the orades written in 
the ancient world, were those attributied to Zoro« 
ASTER, or Zerdusht, whose history, whose place 
of residence, and whose doctrines, so similar, in 
many respects, but in particular in the veneration 
paid by them to the solar orb^ and elementary jure^ 
to those of the Brahmins, demand particular notice 
in thi# investigation : since it was probably, through 
the medium of the cetebmted Archimagut of that 
name, who is known to have visited India 520 
years before Christ, that the Brahmins first arrive^ 
at any knowledge of the true character, or any par^ 
ticulars of the history, of the real person agx 
to whom the ancient traditions, immemorially flour* 
ishing among them, poifited ; and, by a comparison 
of which with those traditions, they were afterwards 
induced, as I firmly believe diey were, to interpolate 
their sacred books with passages cxtraaed not ont^ 
from the genuine^ but the spurious, Gospels* In 
proof of that visity I must again beg to bring befibcc 
the reader, the passage from Ammianus MarceUi* 
nus, already quoted for that purpose in the Indiftn 
Antiquities^ in which he informs us that fron the 
adjoining mountains of Bactria, in whose capital of 
Balk, Zero us HT bad his school and principal fire-> 
temple, that venerable sage, tpgjether with his^ patron 
Hysta^pes, paid a visit to the Indian Magi, in the 
secluded regions ofUPFERlNDiA, wbon*^ he found 
buried in the deep solitude of their native forests, 
exercising^ their lofty genius in profound astrono- 
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ttical specuhttioos^ and celebrating tbe awful sanc- 
tities of their sidereal rdigion. The solemn and 
mysterious rites and doctrines, which he there saw 
and learned, he afterwards taught his disciples, the 
Persian Magi, and they were delivered traditionally 
down to their posterity for a succession of ages.* 

This visit of Zerdusht to the Brachmanes 
evinces the intimate connection and correspondence 
between these two celebrated sects of Eastern phi- 
losophers^ which seems to have continued from that 
period, about five centuries before Christ, down to 
the seventh century after the Christian aera ; wben^ 
on the irruption of the Arabian robbers, the miser- 
^le remains of the Magian sect, under the name of 
Pause £S, and the greater part of them, as I shall 
hereafter demonstrate, infected with tbe Manicbaan 
beresy, fled for security into the domains of their 
Indian brethren, and setded, where they now re^*' 
main, in the western districts Superioris India : in 
fact, to that very country in which, above a thQusaod 
years before, the git^at Archimagus had both im* 
parted and imbibed a considerable portion of hti 
mystic devotion. It is remarkable that, previously 

* Hystaspes, qui quum superioris Indias secreta fidentius 
penetraret^ ad nemorosam quandam venerat solitudinetiiy cujus 
tranquillis silentiis proecelsa Bracmanorum ingeni^ potiuntur^ 
eorumque monitu rationes mundani motus et sideruro^ puroa- 
que sacrorum ritus^ quantum colUgere pQtuit, eruditus, ex bif 
qU9e didicit, aliqua seribibus magorum infudit : qu» illi cum 
disciplinis prsesentiendi futura, per suam quisque progeniem 
posteris aetatibus tradunt. Ammiani Marcelliui, lib. xiii. 
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to his entering on the public futatction, which, under 
the patronage of Darius Hystaspes, he assumedy the 
resWence of Zerdusht had been in Media; (for, 
according to Porphyry, it was in the Median moun- 
tains adjoining to Persia that Zoroaster first conse* 
crated a cavern to Mithra, or the solar fire ;t) 
and to Axerbijian^ which means the region offir$^ 
and is only another name for Media itself, the 
Hindoos, and all the ancient fire worshippers of 
Asia, have been immemorially accustomed to make 
pilgrimages. It was on Elburs, a mountain of 
that province, that the most ancient Pyraia were 
erected in honour of the bright and most plerfect 
symbol of deity, and there they were night and day 
guarded by priests stationed near them for the pious 
purppse. It was not however, on the heists of 
Elburs that the first fire^temples blazed ; the peri- 
verted philosophy of Cbaldaea, deserting its proper 
ob]ect|thesouA^£ itself of light and heat^ 
had long before induced its infatuated votaries to 
erect stupendous CHAM AN I MS to that element, as 
the primary alUpowerful agent in nature, in Ur, of 
Chaldaea ; an act of insane impiety, which, atten- 
ded as it was with the concomitant Sabian super- 
stition of fabricating and adoring images made under 
supposed planetary influences, drove . the virtuous 
Abraham into volumary exile* 

Without degrading this grec^t reformer of the 
Persian religion, as Hyde has done, to the situation 

t Porpbyrius de Antro NympharuiU; p. 354« 
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©I i mehial slavis in the hmAf of Ezefcfcl or Bsa 
ftlelj we may y^t allow it to be extrera^y probable^ 
dnd we are justffied by chronology in stipposin^ 
that^ in his youths he nright have femiliarly con* 
versed at BabyloiY^ during the kmg r<^idenqe of the 
Jewish captives at that city, with one or the other 
of these hojy men I at least his writiiigs and his 
precepts, so far as they are known to ^Bi demdns- 
trate an intimate acquaintance with the principal 
f iUis of tfae Jewidi r^igion, and a dilig^K perftsal 
of due ancient scriptures of the Hebrew »atidn. Th<} 
same actlre curiosity, tbe samd ardent tfaitst of 
knowledge^ that led him to the wdody recesses of 
<)ie Brahmins, wotild. naturally, had he no othet 
iftotiyes, impd him rigidly to scratitiise into a sys?* 
tern of religtort so far exalted, in subliniity and >«•* 
rlty, above the groveling systems of idolatrous 
i^rship that polluted the rftars of surrounding na- 
tions. To this importaftt acquiski^ of knowledge 
kom its divine ^urce, he doubtless add^ all the 
filoi^^ of traditional wi^om of the Noachid^, tha< 
bad desceofd^ dk>Wn to him tte-dd^ Ae: corrupted 
<^tfmet of the pag^n philosophers of Asia. 

Thus distinguished by the so^ereigfts, and ifcus 
femiliar with the literad of Asia, equally known td 
the prophets dt the true God, and the ministers 6f 
that false religion which had ejected itself on its ruins, 
was it po^ble for the friend of Darius and the disci* 
pie of Daniel to be ignorant of that sublime passage, 
in the jtkk chiqpter of Isaiab^ which predicts in such 
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efgflfon imhms tbe minietthm^ birth of Bm mati 
Mdssiahi E^ttoi^n^ a Vii^iK :shai.l cojnfcsivc^ 
amI^ ilAk A so^N ! or that in the 9tfa» which, in so 
diBcmtt a n^nnoir, 'dktintidy designates bis c^cahed- 
dbiraoteci «ad cbnoffiSalies htm, Wajii;Di:&F0L, 

GoUNSrELLOJL, tUf, MlGAtX GoS), TBE EVER-' 
h^^iin-Q FAttHEKf THE PrI^CE OF PeaCE! 

GctaU jie possibly be jgnoranc of aH chat loiig chain 
of aslcteifhing furophecios ^cceasively, and at iAm 
time jrooottilj^ tittbred by the saime prophet, by Jew 
renlitb^ and ofihear inspired .aaeii, Gonoerning the 
destrifQtita df jermsal^m ami the caj^i^tty of the : 
J^Ars by ^ik^vBaJDylotiiao soverqgti? or of tfae^stib^: 
version of the Babylonian empire itself by ilstt 
Medes and Persians? those prophecies in which 
GYRytftilrtself wastwic^tnbttrioiicd by name 15b 
years teftfre hfe wai botti. Cc^ld hd be ignorant 
of the solemn decree of Gyruls for the recuhi and 
reinstatement of the Jews in their ancient domains^ 
religious rites, and civil privileges ? or, on the retar- 
dation of that event by their determined enemies^ 
of the confirmation of the decree by Cyrus, by his 
patron Hystaspesjln the fourdi year of his reign ? 
These important national events, befalling a people 
oF so peculiar a theological cast, could not have 
passed unnoticed under the very eye of one who 
united in his character at once the courtier and the 
tbeologUe j and it is probable that he even befriended ' 
theoi in thfir,secoftd.applica|io!i for ,yQW9Wod per- 
mission to rebuild their temple. The conspiciiKHiS' 

D 
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rank anil station of Zerdusht in the Persian easfkef 
and on the great theatre of Asia^ added to the cele*' 
brity of bis learning, gave bim an unbounded infiu*^ 
ence and authority over all the subordinate classes 
and colleges of the ancient So^ot, 'dispersed over the 
Eastern world, among whom the Brahmins must be 
enumerated; and an author of high repute, from' 
Oriental sources, informs us, that he absolutely 
predicted to liif disciples, that, at no very distant 
period, a sacred veksou age should issue from 
ihe womb of an immaculaU virgin, and that his 
coming would be preceded by a brilliant star» 
whose light would guide them to the place of bis 
nativity* 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCES OF AN EXPECTED. 
MESSIAH BROUGHT FROM JEWISH HISTORTy 
AND FROM GREEK WRITERS. 

Whatever truth there may be in the above rela- 
tion, which I would not insert from an author of less 
respectability than Abulfaragius,itis certain that the 
Jews themselves, either grounding their belief on 
the prophecy uttered by Balaam against the secret 
malignant purpose of his heart, and therefore justly 
supposed to be put into his mouth by the Omnipo- 
tent power that watched over Israel, or induced by 
patriarchal tradiuons, firmly expected the prophe* 

t Vide Abul&ragM Histoiia Dynastiarum, p. 54, ediU 
fixon. 1673. 
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ileal allusion to a brilliant appearance in the faea« 
vens^ to be literally fulfilled, and that a star 
should, in fact, precede the coming of the Messiah, 
It is in vain that the. Hebrew commentators fly to 
every subterfuge to avoid the imputation of indulge 
ing this notion, since their conduct, on a great 
national occasion, incontrovertibly establishes the 
fact. The impetuous zeal with which, in the 
130th year of the Christian sra, they rushed to the 
standard of a military impostor, whom their per^* 
verted imaginations had exalted into the true Mes- 
siah, demonstrates that they thus interpreted the 
prediction. 

At that time there flourished in Judaea a most 
celebrated Rabbi of the name of Akiba, a bittei: 
enemy of the Christians, who, guided by ambition, 
or acting from the conviction of his mind, sanc^ 
tioned the daring fraud. I allude to the famous 
impostor named Bar Cochebas, whose rapid 
success and sanguinary devastations through, all 
Palestine and Syria filled Rome itself with astonish:* 
ment« In this barbarian, so well calculated by hi^ 
cruelty to be the Messiah, according to the per^ 
verted conceptions of the Jews, Akiba declared 
that prophecy of Balaam, a star shall rise out of 
Jacobs was accomplished. Hence the iropostoc 
took his title of Bar-Cochebas, or son of tb€ 
Stan and Akiba not only publicly anointed him 
KING 01 THE Jews, and placed an imperial 
diadem upon bis head, but followed him to tho^ 



fifeld at thfe Kaa dFTcmN;fHd.i\J^r% thbdstoii df M4 
^feciples, ih^ afcted in ttit fcapacity ot" mlistfci: of lift 
horse. To cruiili this dangerous insurrectioh, iWlicfe 
happened in the reigh oT the Emperor Adrian, Jcu 
Itus Severus, prefect of Britain, one of the greater 
commsinders df the a^e, Vai recalled and dispatcHcfd 
from Rottie, who retook Jerusaletti, burnt that iWb- 
tropdlis to the ground, and soW^ the ruins ¥^rftl 
salt. The prediction, therefore, of Zerdu'iht Siifes 
in unison with the Jewish faith and traiditions ; and, 
througli his me^ns, the hope and promise oT alJtfes- 
sfah, whose chkrlacter and office w^re biit darfclj^ 
conceived, were diffused widely over all ttife 'Eastern 
virofld; cohftrrbing the traditions imrirtemoKally 
iheriihtd amolig the IPagan haiiohs, arid bbsdurelV 
rtcbrded in the venerable dogmas and Writings of 
the oldest liedtben philosophers. 

In feet, I calnnot consider, whatiever may tfc 
genuine (lafhd, 46riblliess, Isofae pdrtions are genuitie, 
iihcfe all felsc toins li^ve befeb preceded by origittals 
6f srtrtihg wei^t irid v^W) ih the mystic thWtogy 
cbht^ihfcd in the Zoroa^idh tJr Chaidsfeah ora<iki», 
the Oi^phictnysttrimi^ches, the writing^ df Hiiittfeii 
'Trisinegist, and the SIbylHne bodies, witbiH th^ W6 
read in Ihte Pj^lhagdric ^nd Platbmc *«nains c6n^ 
tehlihg a ^eat secondary caiise, or principle, the 
^testial AT2ui8pyo? and Zcuc bao-ix^^ of the world, in 
tf riy dther light than as mutitatiohs of thbsc ptilhi- 
tive traditions ; for frbm wh^t other souird^ c6u1d 
hatte originated the peculiarly strdng ^tid jJoimcd 
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g/f49 ^ i^^fii NyC) oar second mio^ a Siro; Aoyo;^ or 
imnfi Waidjt their MiP^^ Mwrtic, op mediatorial 
MJtfci}9i aiiwJ r^ranc Owf> or geperate4 god ? The; 
^qiMi^epiti^m which gave binh tQ the^ expressions^ 
sJteHil4 4oul))ttes3 be referred to the same of igia 
^i$h tifiir notk>f]^ concerning a ^u%ii Ko<r/t*if 1 qt soul 
qf (h^ wQfld^ acd the symbolical theology which 
repioiented Kr^mA) or Qairi^ in kto (arMr€' se^ 
dentem super aquam, which arc only corruptions, of 
those primaeval accounts that flourished in the patri- 
archal ages in respect to the functions and energic 
operations of the Holy Spirit. Hence, probably, 
the altar erected by the Athenians to the unknown 
Gody hencQ thdt mofit renaiarkable but ill understood 
prophecy of tbe venerable Confucius, Si r am ye u 
xm GiM, /n tb^ mes^^ tf>e Holy One shall ap* 
pear^ Judaea being situated, in point of longitude^ 
directly west from China. Hence, in many of the 
most sacred legends of pagan antiquity, a mode of 
phraseology seems to have prevailed, and sendments 
. to have been adopted, apparendy founded on some 
obscure idea of the incarnation of the Word, and 
exactly consonant to the assertion of the Scriptures 
that the WORD WAS MADE FLESH. 

Having thus, my Lords, attempted to account 
for the origin of the fanciful doctrine of atatars, 

^ Consult Couplet Sclent. Sin. Ub« ii. p. 78> and Martinii 
Sin. Hist. lib. iv« p, 149. 
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and shewn the traditional sburces whence such a 
moiley character as the Indian Crishna might have 
been formed in the crude imagination of a people 
unenlightened by divine revelation, I shall in my 
next Letter demonstrate at how early z, period both 
the genuine and the spurious gospels found their 
way to the shores of India, the channels by which 
they were conveyed, and their general diffusion 
among a people already prepared, by the ancient 
received doctrines of incarnations^ to believe in that 
of the Christian Redeemer. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lords, 

With profound respect, 
Your Lordship's obedient. 
And faithful Servant, 

THOMAS MAURICE. 
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LETTER IV. 



My Lords^ 



JL/uring the wide excursion taken in the pre* 
ceding Letters through eastern regions, having, from 
numerous and distant sources of intelligence, tradi- 
tiohar and historical, been enabled to establish the 
truth of our original position, that the Indians, 
V)itb all the other nations of the Gentile worlds bad a 
notion of and expected a deliverer, we at length 
arrive at that important aera in which their concep- 
tions on this subject became concentrated and embo- 
died. * Full of the sublime idea of this mighty Deli- 
verer, and inflamed with all that they had heard^or 
read of his attributes and character, their romantic 
imaginations gave being to a personage such as never 
did nor ever could actually exist ; distinguished by 
the noblest virtues, blended with the wildest follies; 
a compound of dignity and puerility, of austere virtue 
and unbounded libertinism. That personage was 
Crishna ; and the very first paragraph of his al- 
legorical history confirms all that has been said 
respecting this cause of his appearance among 
men ; for, says the Bhagavat, ** At a feriod when 
the EARTH was overloaded with injustice and op^ 
pression, she assumed the form of a cow (Isis), 
and went to utter her complaints to the preserver 
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Veeshnu. Veeshnu pitied her forlorn condition; 
and on her entering the divine palace of Vaicontha^ 
a secret voice exclahped, ^^ I v^U become incar- 
nate at Mathura, in the house of Yaou, and will 
issue fdrth to mortal birth from the womb of Pe«> 
VAci : it is time that I should display my power^ 
and relieve the oppressed earth of its load." 

Before, however, we proceed to more detailed 
accounts either concerning Crishna, or Sali- 
VAH AN A^ let us attend to a fact of a far more impor* 
tant nature ; the actual appearance on earth of that 
divine personage of whose incarnation all other 
vaunted incarnations are palpable and atrocioiis 
forgeries, 

Th« incarnation of the true an^ ONi.y 
Messiah; the auoring Maqi^ Persian 
NOT Arabian, Sof«»; the conducting 
star, a peculiarly appropriate symbol 
of the advent to an astronomical 
priesthood. 

The star that was to arise out of Jacobs and iUu- 
])frine Palestine, (and not only Palestine, but the 
whole earth,) at length made its appearance in the 
eastern horizon. The Persian Magi, addicted to 
Ae Sabian superstidon, and not unmindful of the 
prediction of their great master Zerdusht,* from the 

the very openiii^ of the CvAHa^LivilE ly fauti^ a« I ^ 



heif^ ^ die jMwtaifiQa$ i«gioi» whc^e dw 
sktedi and' waibched the lootiona of ibe h^J9 
b^^, M tengbeco anxiously sgiwitou^ft 
fl»iii}featAii0D of tbc IwiiHwl prodi^.. The 
4crful copdes^mi^Q of Diviar PiovHiciM;^^ ia an^ 
nonncing ihi& stupcndws^ evwt tp ib^ GemUe 
wwld. by a sign ibf5 roost ioteHigiibte » thw qQ«p^« 
prebcpsiooi, and after a niiGvJ« ^^ W»Q4t «ODWIiam; 
to tbc babas, aod prejudice s of a ?aef? iwolv^d iPr 

it translated from the Arabic, tUrou&h the medium of which 
language it probably reachpd India, by Henry Sike, " Ecce 
Magi venerunt ex Orienie Hierosolymas^ QirEMADjroDiyM 
MJiDixiRAT ZoRADASCHT/' Codex ApocTyphus N<>^ 
TfAtmcQitj, cijta. F^bmii, vol. w p- 173, edit. HwBbm^,. 
Iflr03. I think it ip^po^Hant to n»flnt(oa this circuflwtwUJe, i» 
addition to what was cited in a forraer p^e from Abnlfar^- 
gius ; because, the Arabian author probably inserted it as one 
of the traditional dogmas of Zerdusht, preserved in his own 
school ; for, there were Arabian as well as Persian Magi. He: 
Qurtainly found nothing of it in the Apocryphal Gospel, upon, 
tfee same «ulatifcti» in Greek, and jMcribed lo St Thpmiw ; for, 
that precedc3 the Arabic one, in the voluine just cited, wi^h, 
the Latin version of Cotelerius. There are two very forcible 
reasons for supposing them both to have been fabricated in 
the earliest ages of Christianity 5 in the first place, the Greek 
version is mentioned in the works ef Irenaus, who lived in the 
jjecond century ; and, seowdly, we iind many paieagea of the 
latter inserted almost vwhatim in tjhe text of the Kor^n of 
Mohamijaed, as. I shall presently dewion^trate. In fact, the 
^Evangelium Infantioe seems to have been the principi^l,' though 
corrupted, medium by which that impostor arrived at an/ 
knoAid^dge of Christianity.] 
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the dei^tli of astronomical supersfhion^ ^t once er«r 
cites admiration tod impresses gratttade on the 
reflecting mind. The physical pbsnotnenon or- 
dained to precede that appearance, tbe moming-itt^ 
to tbe Sun of Righteousness^ had already blazed 
forth, daring the space of nearly two years, to the' 
astonished disciples of Zerdusht, who, impatient 
to behold tbe Desire of all Nations, lost not a 
moment in obeying its summons, and in submitting 
themselves to its guidance. We shall not stop 
here, to examine the philosophical perplexities that 
appear to envelope this subject^ pf the star that 
appeared to the Magi : it has already been often 
and ably investigated, and the magnified difficulties 
in great part removed, by the efforts of learned and 
pious writers. But it should ever be remembered^ 
that this was a miraculous display of omnipotent 
power, for the most glorious of purposes, and there- 
fore cannot properly be brought before the tribunal 
of human reason : a display worthy of the immortal 
object to which it pointed, and one the truth of 
which is equally attested by sacred and prophane 
writers of antiquity. Whether, therefore, the phas* 
nomenon in question was, as I am inclined to think, 
the light of an occult star blazing suddenly forth in 
the heavens, (resembling that of superior effulgencci 
which appeared in Cassiopea in 1572, and which 
continued visible about sixteen months in our he* 
misphere,) and afterwards, to human eye^ appa* 
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ttndy extinguished ; a doctrine in perfect unison 
with die astronomy of the present day ;* or whether, 
as seems to be determined by the generality of 
commentators, only a fiery meteor of an appearance 
unusually luminous ; its uncommon lustre, and its 
punctual appearance at the time predicted, con« 
firmed the ancient traditions, dnd animated the illus* 
trious Sofoi immediately to undertake a journey of 
many hundred leagues, over unknown* mountains, 
rivers and deserts, to adore the bright original of 
which that refulgent orb was the emblem and index. 
I am aware that the generality of Christian wri- 
ters, on this subject of the journey of the Magi to 
Bethlehem, make it to have taken place from 
Arabia. To this opinion they have been princi- 
pally induced by the proximity of that region of 
Asia to Palestine, and by a laudable desire to de« 
monstratc the completion, on this occasion, of that 
prediction in the seventy- second Psalm, that the 
Ungs of Sbeba and Saba shall offer gifts to tbi 
new-'bom Messiah. It is not, however, clear to 
me, that, at that period, the Arabians cultivated 
astronomy, and watched the nocturnal heavens, 
with the zeal of the more eastern astronomers ; at 

^ The ancients themselves were not wholly inattentive to 
the changes that took place among the fixed stars. It was 
the appearance of a new star iti the heavens, about l60 years 
before the incarnation, that induced Hippa rebus to form the 
first catalogue of tbero^ in order that posterity might ootici* 
any future changes that took place among them. 



C 44 I 

f^ligfince ^ th? Pewian M¥£l In^^ Ntogi. AUpw-r 
4pq ^q tljueir z^^l wd their er^^i(wple, «tm I mutf 

ffiHPless. wy^lf tq laifi firmly of the ^ii^ipn ^ tb« 
l«arn^ Thqia*5 HvD^^M^bo 4pt«rmi«?& thatjipwir;, 
»^y ^ b%ve C5W^rwi^i;94 fr9P9y F^&isii^, th^ ^rigm^l 
j^t ^f the M^^n sf:ivH>l^ ^ feii^Qisy^i? of iJiii 
Arqbiiyi^gus ; and t^ S«ip:ipi^5^ i^^eitf ^§mhAy jw^ 
jaltslh^ qpnjcaurf J «ifj^c^on tbf ir ?«rivalin Jttd«si, 
^^ is^aiuppp^eji on the twdftb d^y ^iteiF ih^ hicth of 
our Savior, aE>4 Qn thaeir bein^ imciti^jed ly 
lierod coacein]0g the time of tbe first 9^pf)te«rafic0 
ilXjb^e £a^ of the star that guided them ihitbeif 
tj)ey retvNrned hina such an an$wef as ioduced the 
epFag^d king tq ordi^ir the immj^diftt^ massacre ^ 
niU tU children, in H^ibleb^m, and % ^^asU tiw^, 
J^^tn TWO TEAR? Qld <?«4 i4mkr 5 a pfrriod. ia tesf 
thai^ whtcb the^lr journey ^m^^ lAftr^ely have b(KR 

. AUhough tbo n^mhec of the Magi has betn fycdl 
\^ mcient (ffaditkms, tp I6f^ yot^ asi no panU 
£ular nufiaber h specified in Scripture, aad as their 
direct route to Judaea lay through Arabia, it 
is not impossible but that, on making known 
thefr errand} they might have been joined by 
spme pf the i:ofoi of that qountry^ also besiring th(; 
tributary frjpkinpep^^ apd myrrh ip which Arabia 
so much abouiidfidi, in addition to th^ gold ythisk 



'^9s- the 4>eouliar ^oduce of the wealthy TegioQ^ 
^ing still nearer the risin( ^un. The station of the 
^TAR^ used as the/s^cowAi/^r instrument by Divine 
Providence to manifest to the Gentile worM the 
birth <of Christ, though splendidly conspicuous as 
&r as the northern limits of Persia, was probably in 
that portion of the heayens which lies directly over 
Judaea. The.predominant^ and perhaps .peculiar, 
light emaning from that star was their unerring 
fguide to fiethleheiDy at a period when travelleis by 
•iand as well as by ica^ we^e accustomed to guide 
themselves by the light of ^particular stars t fo^, 
what other guides ceuld they have to direct them by 
nighty when onjy journeys could be ^performed in 
that scorching regioUf aver the vast sandy and tracts 
less deserts of Asia. If it should be objected thait 
the remote Kght of no star in the firmament^ how- 
ever brilliant and powerful, could point out to the 
.Magi the particular habitation of the holy family^ 
the hypothesis here adopted by no means excludes 
4be moffe immediate cjiertion of divine power, in 
causing an inflamed meteor, or a radius of glory, to 
illuminate the spot ; and this in all .probability was 
^e ease. It is impossible for the human mind to 
concrive, and, though in every age the most «^* 
nowned masters in the science ^f painting have 
attempted the sketch, for the powers of .human 
gertius accurately to pourtray, the august and aflFect- 
ing scene wMcb, in mockery of all the pageantry of 
human magnificence, now took place in the stable 
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of the humble inn at Bethlehem ;•— the astonished 
parents, the prostrate Magi, the divine child, 
receiving, with a smile of ineffable benignity, the 
proffered treasures of the East: — Nature never 
witnessed such an awful scene but once ; and libe^ 
rated man, for whose emancipation these amazing 
scenes were transacted, ought to cherish the remem- 
brance with pious rapture while thought and exisf* 
tence remain. 

The scriptural account of the sidereal herald 
that announced to the Oriental lo^oi the advent of 
the Saviour of the World, and of the subsequent 
journey and adoration of the Magi, wants not the 
collateral testimony of an eminent philosopher of 
those times; and, had the science of astronomy 
been then more generally cultivated, many others 
would undoubtedly have still remained. 

Chalcidius, a writer who flourished not long after 
Christ, in a commentary upon the Timaeus of Plato, 
discoursing upon portentous appearances of this 
kind in the heavens, in different ages, particularly 
speaks of this wonderful star, which, he observes, 
presaged neither diseases nor mortality, but the 
descent of a God among men : — Stella, quam a 
Cbaldais observatam fuisse testantur^ qui Deum 
nuper natum muneribus venerati sunt ;— a star, 
which is attested to have been observed by ChaU 
dsan astronomers, who immediately hastened to 
adore and present with gifts the new-born Deity. 
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OBJBCTIONS TO THE GENUINENESS OF THE 
TWO FIRST CHAPTERS OF ST, MATTHEW 
ANSWERED. 

It would be disingenuous in this place to pinit 
noticing that the two first chapters of St. Matthew, 
relating to the solemn facts described above, and 
tracing back the genealogy of Christy have them- 
selves, by certain writers not in other respects scep- 
tical, been attacked as spurious. The circumstance 
has arisen principally from some magnified difficult 
ties in the genealogical history in the first chapter^ 
and &om the astonishing nature of the facts recorded 
in the second^ — the journey and adoration of the 
Magif and the subsequent massacre of the infants 
by Herod. These writers found the argument for 
their spuriousness on a very absurd and chimerical 
basis. They assume^ and it is mere assumption^ 
without any kind of proofj that St« Matthew wrote 
bis Gospel in the Hebrew or Syriac language only, 
and that the author of the Greek version added the 
initial chapters in question. It is an opinion, how- 
ever, sanctioned by very high authority in anti- 
quity, that the apostle was the author of both 
Gospels, and was induced to write them in two 
different dialects for the more exfensive propagation 
of the sacred truths contained in them : the first, 
written, a very short time after our Lord's ascen- 
lion, for the benefit of the Jewbh converts ; tb« 



latter, somewhat later, for the instruction of the 
tJttitife pfbsfelytes/ Those 1it)ly &nd cotnidetate 
petsmi^ Who admftted Ae Greek Gospel, which 
has descended down to us among the canotfical 
books, had, in all probability, seen the Hebrew 
Gospel oFSt. Matthew also, and could easily have 
detected the forgery had it really been one ; and 
no doubt can be entertained but that all the sacred 
l)oots thus admitted underwent a most rigid 
scrutiny^ and that their authenticity was first incon* 
trovertibly established. 

Although 1 conceived it would be disingenuous 
VhoDy to omit noticing a circumstance so well 
known to the learned as the spuriousness attempted 
to be fixed on these Chapters, yet this is not the 
place for entering into any extended discussions 
on the subject. Indeed, it is rendered in a great 
degree unnecessary, as well by the futility of the 
V^bjections themselves, as tlie laborious investiga- 
tion of preceding writers, who may be consulted.* 
What is here offered is of a general nature, and 
retrospective on corresponding events in the annals 
bftndia; 1 shall, therefore, briefly observe, that, 
whatsoever difficulties there may be (as some there 

^ See two ptirapldets on :tbis ^ subject : the one •dlMtJIy 
f^Free Thoughts UponecFree inquiry into ilie AutheatiGi^ bf 
the First and Second Chapters of St. Matthew's Gospel;" the 
second, '^ The Authenticity of the First and Second Chapters 
of St. Iltlatthew^s Gospel vindicated;" and that " Free Inquiry" 
itedf > all Tpublished about the year 1771. ^ 
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4Bertaui]y are, though none insuperable) in the former 
of these chapters, that treats concerning the gene- 
alogy of our Saviour, the strong connecting chain 
of evidence produced above, both cpUateral and 
positive, relative to the continued expectations of 
the whole Gentile world, and particularly of the 
£astern So^i, with whom all the traditional wisdom 
and venerable predictions of their ancestors for 
ag^ had been treasured, renders the fact recorded 
in the second, of the journey and adoration of the 
Magi, extremely probable, if not indisputable. The 
savage custom also, too generally practised by 
Eastern despots, of destroying a whole generation 
to make themselves sure of a single victim, will re- 
move much of the improbability resulting from the 
horror of that deed; especially when it is consi- 
dered, that Herod himself was at once the most 
profligate and sanguinary of tyrants, and, not long 
before, had put three of his own children to death, 
on the bare accusation of their having aspired to 
his crown, which drew from Augustus that well- 
known sarcasm, >* that be would choose ratber to 
be Herod's beg tban bis son ;" a reproach, which 
might also have an aspect towards the massacre of 
the infant children at Bethlehem, probably not un« 
leported by his enemies at the court of Rome. 

For my own part, I am inclined to think, that 
the rdation of these circumstances, whh all the 
particulars by which they are accompanied in 
^U Matthew, has a Cm* greater tendency to establiiii 

£ 



[ 56] 

fh^ii to invalidate the gftfiuiMMsa of the iiiatM«&ki 
question) as iMell as thi^ rt^ity Qf tiie eym^ r^ 
cofd#d ; for, would) indeed^ any peirson have had 
the audacity, so soon afti^ tho^ events a«^ i\m 
Gospel of St. Matthew (I mesoi the Grdek Gospel^ 
nearly as old as ihq original in Hebrew^ and which^ 
under the apostolical sanction^ has desc^bded) on% 
itoutilatddy down to our own times) is known to 
have been promulged, to insert a retatioifH wbidv if 
not founded on real JoqH^ could so eadly havtt 
bden confuted }*^Ot^ waving for a moment aU de^ 
bafte on the authenttcky of these chapters, would the 
apostle himself, in the face of the whole Jewish 
hation^ in Ae most decided manner, have affirmed^ 
that these amazing transactions took place, bad 
tbiy not bun actually peffor mid f Were there na 
^iws at that iitnu livings whose immediate anoos> 
tors resided in Jerusalem and BethlcAien^, white 
these momentous scenes were acting, and who cer-» 
tainly wanted no incentive to expose any falsa 
statement of the early Christians wi^h rcjipect to Ait 
Messiah. 

But, farther, I am of opinion^ that an indui>kablk 
testimony, in favour of their authenticity, may be 
drawn from a quarter inveterately hostile to Ghtisv 
tianity. Celsus, the most learned amd able of iu 
assailants, wrote his invective so early as the middle 
oftbe second century ; and would Celsus^ with all 
the sources of genuine information in his powei^ 
tmve alhided to these solemn facts^as related in this 



[51] 

Evangelts!^ which he evidently does, if cited cor-* 

realy by Origen* with a view to ^abveit tiie 

doctrine of Christ's divinity founded upon it, unless 

rt formed at that time a part, and that an undisputed 

part, of the said Gospel P— It was extremely im** 

portant to the purpose of the laboured argument of 

this celebrated Epicurean philosopher, that, in his 

attack upon Christianity, he should accurately have 

distinguhhed between the genuine and the imputed 

doctrines of its first professors* Any supposition 

to the contrary would be at once a degradation of 

bis understanding and a subversion of his hypothesis, 

fiut, in tntth, there scarcely existed a possibility of 

error on-strbjects so public and so notorious. That 

publicity is in die strongest nuinner intimated 

throughout the whole narration of St. Matthew. 

No part of this awful drama is represented as having 

been acted in the privacy of solitude, or in the 

shade of obscurity ; every particular of the won* 

derful stofy is rdated with a dignified simplicity 

that bids defiance to the severest scrutiny. On the 

arrival of the Magi at Jerusalem, they speak of the 

STAR, and of the new-born King of the Jews, as 

diings of public notoriety, as things known and seen 

by all . — Where is be that ie bom King of the Jews ; 

for^ we have seen bis st^r ? And the immediate 

convoking of the Sanhedrim by Herod, as well as 

Ms subsequent order to destroy the children, must 

♦ Tide Origeu contra Celsum, lib. i. p. 45, edit. l658. 
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have greatly added to that notoriety. Agaioi Celsus^ 
or, at least, the Jew, in Celsus, reproaches the 
Christians with the flight of their God into Egypt, 
as if a God were not able to protect himself from 
the cruel perfidy of man ;* which argument, how- 
ever absurd and futile, yet, as referring to what is 
related in the second chapter of Matthew, affords 
another proof that it then stood where it is now 
found. There are also other allusions in Celsus to 
this chapter, which demonstrate that it must' then 
have been in existence; and, as that learned writer 
was well informed in all matters relating to Chrfs- 
tianity, was not regarded in the light of an interpo^ 
lation^ but as the genuine writing of the Evangelist, 
and as containing a fundamental part of the Chris* 
tian code. But the most important and satisfactory 
result of the whole inquiry is, that those events are 
only scoffed at and ridiculed by Celsus and his 
sceptical associates; they are not denied^ nor. are 
they, any more than the miracles of Christy at* 
tempted to be disproved. The silence, therefore, 
of one of the most learned and determined adver* 
saries of Christianity, on a point so momentous as 
the preceding, may justly be deemed no unimportant 
additional testimony to the truth of the awful factS' 
under consideration. 

We come at length to the consideration of the 
Indian historical accounts of Crishna and Salx* 

* Vkie Origen contra Celsum, lib. i. p. 48. idem. edit. 
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VAH AN A) the usurpers of the honours and attributes 
of the tiuc Messiah. Sir W. Jones, who had read 
the Bh AG A VAT in the original, but whom later 
and profounder investigations into Sanscrit litera- 
rature have proved to be mistaken in respect to the 
age assigned by him to that and to all the puranas, 
has thus drawn the character of the former. 

Sketch of the History and Character 

OF Crishna. 

*^Their second great divinity, CrishnAi passed 
a life, according to the Indians, of a most extraordi* 
naty and incomprehensible nature. He was the son 
of Devaci by Vasudeva; but his birth was 
concealed through fear of the tyrant Cansa, /(i 
whom it bad been predicted that a child born at 
that time in the family would destroy bim : he was 
fostered, therefore, in Mathura, by an honest herds- 
man, surnamed Nanda, or happy, and his amiable 
wife Yasodha, who was constantly occupied in her 
pastures and her dairy !'•♦ He grew up, under their 
care, a youth of perfect beauty, revered by the 
shepherds, adored by the shepherdesses ; and the 
Hindus assert that he was distinguished above all 
the avatars, who had only an ansa, or portion of 
the divinity, while Crishna was the person of 
Veesmnu himself in a human form. The following 
anecdote related of him, while yet a child, will serve 

• Asiatic tttsearches, vol. i. p. 267. Calcutta editioa 
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to illustrate his character* The yaufiig urchin/ 
of a deity bad made free i^ith the curds and milk, 
of the dairy, for which he was repriroaqd^d by his* 
foster-mother Devaci. Cr U h h a^ thd personified 
Vje e^h n u^ Lord of all things^ dedied the fact of the 
tbeftf and requested his mother to examine; his 
mouth. She did so, and, to her utter astonishment^ 
beheld the whole universe in all its plenitude oj 
magntfictnce. 

In another part of the same Dissertation, the 
President admits the important fact, that the name, > 
of Crishna, and the general outline of bis story, 
were long anterior to the birth of our Saviour, and 
probably to the time of Homer ; that though not 
absolutely born in a stable, he was cradled among 
herdsmen ; that a tyrftnt, at the time of his birth,, 
ordered all new bom merles to be slain ; that he 
performed a number of astonishing miracles ; that 
he saved multitudes, even in infancy, partly by his 
valour, and pardy by bis miraculous powers ; that 
he raised the dead^ by descetiding for that purpose 
to the lowest regions ; that he preached very su^- 
blime doctrines, yet was the meekest of human beit^s^ 
and condescended even to xvasb tbefut of bis dis^ 
ciples^ All these, however, and many mpre noble 
actions of Crishna, Vi?hich will be distinctly txr 
amined hereafter, were blended with others sq ex-*. 
tfavagant, and even absurd, as to induce, in bi^ 
mind, an opinion that the Indians had interpolated 
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I 

hi$ ]i^ with passages tak^ firom the spuripus ^pcls, 
which aboupd^ in the firstagesof Christianity, and. 
ipvgbt, through various channeU, which it will be my 
pfovipce to point out^ have found their way to 
India.* 

Since the period (1784) in which the Disserta- 
tion just referred to w^s written, -very rapid ad- 
vances have been made by our countrymen in Indian 
science, and pahioialarly in chronologioa) science i 
Band thdre b y^y abundant reason to doubt the 
high antiquity as^gn^ i>y .the learned author to the 
Bingavat, and other Puranj9is.t However ancient, 
therefore, ntay be the toutline of Crishnas romantic 
s^ory, k can bow be ascertained that those celebrated 
compositions are of a date very much inferior •even 
to the Christian abra. Should thai fact, however, 
not admit of abaolute proofs a perusal of the aumer- 
oiAS extracts from the Eyangelium Isifantiaii 
insert^ in the coor^e of ttiis pobMcaion; wiU de- 
cMecHy ^rave the fact c^ the interpolMon alluded 
to, as far at least as those «Ktratts are concerned^ 
aad the wliolc number of ApoduyfAal Gospels, 
amboniing, according to Fabrkios, to nb less than 
THIRTY-^ IN £, tbc Brabmins had full scope for the 
exertion of those fraudfisl arts, which, asii evident 
ib the recent case of Mr. Walfond, they sdll oon^ 
tinue to praictise. With the circumstance hertt 
aUud^ t09 though weU k^own to Oriental scholars, 

* Asiatic Reiearches, vol. i. p. 274* 

t Mj authorities for this assertibn shall be adducea hereafter* 
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doe&.liiBi great bonour ; and hWfmnkutu in' corii* 
nKunicftting the iacc, as soon as he discovered this 
ftnud, demonstrates hhn to be a mm of Htibt in** 
tegrity, and one vho greirtly prdhrs itvtik to any 
farmnrtte byi^oibesu. 

^^ A3K>tbef impositioh of a still more ibttnidable 
kind^ and connected wkfa more importamt ioterestsy 
baa since come to light ; and vre have d» misfor*- 
tnne to find, that the well-known passage in the gd* 
v<>lume of those Researches^ affirttied by Sir W. 
Jones to be an exact translation by himself^ from an . 
Indian MS. forwarded to him by Mr. Wilford^ 
relative to Noah, under the name of Satyovarman 
and his three sons, Sbertna, Charmo^ and Jy^p^H^ 
is also a forgery 'Of the Brahmins. Though fhe 
sacied books by no means stood in need of tbis 
corroborative evidence of their aiiihenticity^ yet it 
was no small gratification to pious mtficb, to find iu 
records thus decidedly conBrmed by those of one 
of the most ancient nations pf the earth. Tb^t 
evidence is now found to be baseleSiS^ and the Mo- 
aak relation stands as before, secure in ks owik 

iitnicky but felt sotnt ^romdlatitiMi, ftt lni6>»tog €lM stiiil ^y 
manascript was In my otvn |>osse^!c»h. I tteoileeted my ^ssajr 
OQ tegyptf and instantly referred t& the orighals which 1 had 
quoted in it ; my fears were but too soon tealised, th« sam^ 
deception, the same erasures appeared ito have pertaded ihemi 
I shall not trouble the Society with a descHption of Wbm i 
felt, and of my distress at this discotery. Hy firH atep wil 
to inform my friends of it, either verbally or by lefeterti (bM 
I mlg^ secure, at least, the ttcdit of ihe'fimdiMrlMttm.'^ 



^jdeoce ; and the only result is^. ojifr; being fiUe4 
wkh indignation at the fraudf^ul baseness of the 
Sj^cerdotal tribe of India. By these repeated at«^ 
tiempts> however, to impose on our countrymen^ all 
dependence on their vaunted bpok^ is inevitably 
shaken to the foundatioai and, after the most elabo* 
rate research into their ancient chronicles for histo^ 
rical truth, ifae exhaosied student may tpo late find 
04U that be has been labouring in vain«*' 

The intelligience communi^aied through the saaie 
cbafuiel) the Asiatic Researches^ concerning Sali** 
vabana, by Mr. Wiiford^ is taken from Sanscrit 
authorities, previously well authenticated, and is 
contained in an essay forming part of the third 
article in the ninth volume, and entided 

« 

ViCRAMADITYA AND SaLIVAHAHA. 

Th£ two grand civil sras of the Hindus are dis* 
tinguished by the name of the two great personages 
above mentioned, VicRAi^AoiTYA and Saliva*- 
HAN A) or Sal^ahan; a circumstance which de- 
cisively marks the power and the eminence to which 
they were exalted in Hindostan. The former^ 
aceording to Sir W. Jones^ commenced fifty--six 
years before Chiist ; the latter, according to Mr.Wif- 
ford's own statement in the essay before us, seventy- 
eight years (rfler Christ; the period of his death. 
The former was prince of Ugein, in.Malva, highly 
renowned as a conqueror, as weU as a patron of 
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arts atid sci<^(^es^ particularly astronomy, and so^ 
much in Bivour with In dk a, the Hindoo God of the 
firmament, that he obtained from that deity the sin- 
^lar boon, that his country should never be visited 
by drought. To enjoy this enviable blessing under 
a burning climate, during the life of a mere mortal, 
did not satisfy this great monarch ; he wished icr 
|[n'olong his existence on earth to a far more ex- 
tended period, and, by dint of fasting and prayer,' 
obtained his wish of Cali-devi, or the goddess 
who presides over the cycles of time. The fol- 
lowing passage records the fact, and at the same 
time introduces to us his young and predicted de- 
stroyer, Sal IV AH AN A. ^ 

" VicRAMADiTYAmade a desperate to^^jfj,m 
order to obtain power and a long life from Cali- 
devi,- and as she seemingly continued deaf to his 
intreaties, he was going to cut off his own head, 
when she appeared, and granted him undisturbed 
sway over all the world for looo years, after which 
a divine cbildj born of a virgin; and the son of the 
great T Acsn AC A^ carpenter or artist, would ie^ 
prive bim both of bis kingdom and of bis life. 
Such are the words of the Vicrama-cbaritra : and 
in the Cumarica-c'banda it is said, that this would 
hJippen in the year of the Cali-yuga 3101, answer- 
ing to the/r5/ of the Christian era. Thus, Vicra- 
MAD IT Y A reigned for 1000 years nearly, unmo- 
lested, in the enjoyment of every rational pleasure, 
arid never troubling himself about his latter end; 



tiU) recollecting the prophecies about this wonderful 
cbild^ and that the time for their being fulfillecl 
was near at hand, he grew very uneasy^ and sent 
people all over the world, to find bim out^tbat be 
migbt destroy bim: and having discovered the 
place of his abode, he advanced at the head of an 
immense army, but was defeated, and lost hi^ life 
by tbe band of ibis divine cbild^ wbo was then Jive 
years of age.''^ 

Such, in a short compass, is the history of this 
wonderful child Salivahana; born in the first year 
of tbe Cbristian ara, and therefore coeval with its 
founder. There are, as usual, in these Indian his-^ 
torical details, several varieties of the story, which 
are deuiled by Mr. Wilford ; but this is the sura 
of them all : A migbty and despotic monarcb^ des^ 
troyed by a divine cbild, bom of a virgin^according 
to an ancient prediction^ and that monarch frustra^ 
ted in every scheme, to assassinate, in infancy^ bisj 
predicted destroyer » 

. In one of the varieties alluded to, extracted from 
another Indian legend, we are told that Vicrama- 
ditya, ^* toward the latter end of his reign, sent secret 
e;missaries through all the world, to inquire whether 
9 child were born of a virgin one year and a half 
old. The messengers returned to U/yoyini/Ujein) 
with the news, that a male child was born of a 
virgin, the daughter of a potmaker, begot by the 
jking of snakes (called Tacsh ac A,or the Carpenter| 

* Asiatic Researches Vol. ix. p^ 118. . 
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m the origina!,} while she was in her cradte. They 
{nforined htm also, that this child; named Salava^ 
HANA» had attained the age of five years; Mdihat 
his grand-^her had made numberless clayfigurH 
ef soldiers J to amuse htm/' 

ViCRAMAKCA mafched at the head of an-armyi 
but the protecting snake came to the assistance df 
the child, and inspired the figures <^ chy^ wnth Kfc> 
who started up as able warriors, attacked Vi€ra% 
MARCA and his army, and defeated him. SalaVa* 
HAN A cut off his head, and ftung it into Ujjayw^ 
that hi^ death might be known to all the^ w^>rTdl 
The queen was delivered, in that very months of a 
male child ; after which she burned herself with 
the head of her lord, who was re- united to the S^ 
premc Being, Whilst the grandees of the state were 
assembled to place the chik) upon the Impecfot 
throne, a voice fi-om heaven declared, that, as the 
child was bom after the death of his father, he coultf 
not succeed to the empire of India, but only tathet 
throne of ikfflftrif; and the same voice ordered the 
&nbavana, or Imperial throne, to be buried irr t 
secret place* Salavahana, who was a Tearned 
and pious man, became a Muni^ and withdrew to 
desert places, to give himself up to devout contemn 
platioT) f^ 

* The mention of these clay figures are thus noticed in 
italics, because they make a prominent figure in our future 
examination of the spurious gospels* 

f Ibid, p. 1%U 
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Muni means a religious devotee, and in retiring 
for a time to desert solitudes, he evidently copied 
the example of that great Christian prototype, of 
whom both Crishna and himself, are the degraded 
similitudes. From those deserts, however, he in due 
lime emerged, to become the head of a great dynasty, 
that continued to flourish, as icings of Western 
India, ddwn aknou as low as the irruption of Mahmud 
of Oazna, in the bcgio^ilg of the devcntb 
oentury. The race, or secc^ of Saliv^hai»a was in4^ 
deed not wholly extinct even wheii Titnur iavaded 
India^ fc»r that coaqiiieror found, acccMrding to Slierif^ 
ediii, at T>Oglocpoor, a cowti to the north-west of 
Delhi, a tribe caUed Sal wan ; a<id tb^se^onacufUtti 
^ tbdit rd^ious tenUs^ he oirdered tp be ^assa^* 
cred, and their tcnvn to be burned* Salfvabana, Mr. 
WUford informs us^ is generally proeounced &ax.- 
Wak and S alb AN in the West. The above account 
of the massacre of the remaiader of the Salban 
tribe, at To^cpoor^ and the reason assigned fof 
thaft fliassacve, by the historian of Timur, viz. tba^ 
thdy w^ere figid Mamcbaans, cdnstituie a piece of 
inibtmation most important to the ends of this dif * 
eussiotit But it isiN>w hi^ time to cliose this pro- 
tracted letter, and ta renew the assoranccs of tl)at 
profound respect, with which 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lords, 

Sgc^ &^. Sec. 
THOMAS MAURiCfi, 
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LETTER V. 

My LordSi 

Haying now, I trust, satisractorily proved to your: 
Lordships, the wide diflFusion of the grand primitiTc 
doctrine relative to a sacred character ordained to 
appear the deliverer of a guilty or fiillen world 
(for the doctrine of the fall of man from a stat6 
of primitive rectitude is evidently implied in the 
expectation of such a deliverer, and the firm belief 
of it in India is confirmed by that of the Metemp^ 
sycbods^ and of the innumerable and excruciating 
penances undergone by the religious of that country 
to regain forfeited paradise)^ I now proceed t^ 
consider by what means the knowledge of the. 
Saviour of the world being actually born in Pales-* 
tine, could reach so secluded a race as the Brah- 
mins, and what authority there may exist (since Sir 
W. Jones's intimation is mere conjecture,) for the 
hypothesis that the leading facts in the lives of 
Crishna and Salivahana, were copied from the 
spurious gospels. 

In the first place; it is highly probable that the 
tidings of the actual binh of the predicted Messiah, 
were, on their return, extensively propagated through 
the higher Asia by the favoured Magi, the neigh- 
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hou]?s of the Brahmins in the Bactrian mountains^ 

for the impression made upon those sages by thp 

glorious scenes which they had witnessed, could 

never be effaced from their. minds. But there were 

;Other sources of information, and other channels 

.through which, if we are not wholly deluded by the 

.hislorical accounts of those early times, the know* 

ledge of the awful events so recently transacted in 

Palestine, could have arrived on the shores of Indian 

These sba}l be enumerated in order. 

SUMMARY or THE HISTORY OT THE TRAVELS 
AND PREACHING OF ST. THOMAS IN INDIA. 

Although I should be sorry to degrade these 

.pages by introducing into them any of the legends 
of the Romish church, yet so much has been said 
by the Portuguese writers concerning the ancient 
Cbnstians of St. Thomas, the Apostle of the Indies^ 

-as be is generally denominated by them, that it 
would be inexcusable, on a subject like the present, 

. wholly to omit mentioning what is recorded con- 
cerning himself and his peregrinations, by those wri« 
ter$, principally from Eusebius's Ecclesiastical His- 
tory, and it\ the celebrated book entitled the ** Acts 

^ of Su Thomas*' — a work edited also by Fabricius, 
and to be found ^ in the second volume of the 
Apocryphal Gospels* On that historical legend, 
however^ not to place too confident a reliance, 
from the ancient traditions of the church, and 
(he testimony of the fathers, sufficient evidence 

F 



may b<i c6!}ectaf to cotivind^ u$$ that, ofi^ ^ 
distribution m^dc by the "Apostles of the seteral 
regions of the Gentile world, in whkh they ^rere 
respectively to ^xercis^ thdf ministry, the va« 
district of Parthia» aikl the niOFe eastern endpii^ 
of Asia, Were allotted to St. Thomas; and tbte 
apostle, who, by th^ condescension Of his erli- 
cified Master, had such decided and public proof 
permitted him of that resurrection which is the basis 
of the Christian hope of immortality^ was^ doobt* 
less, proportionably animated by it to tempt every 
danger of a fiery climate and barbarous nations, 
and propagate its doctrines to the farthest bounds of 
the habitabte globe. The Medes^ (fh^ Pmiaite^ 
the Carmaniani, and thd irihabitarnts of HyreakHia 
and of Bactria, whose capital w^ Balkh, th^ an^idEtt 
residence of the Magf, 6f whfch provinces, at thAt 
time, the Parthian empire Consisted,- saccessivety 
shared the benefit of bis instructions. The Edisteiti 
traditions add, that, in this quarter of Asia, he itoet, 
fer advanced irt the vale of yeirs, with thbie venet* 
able Magi Who had visited the Saviour of the 
Wortd in Bethfchem ; that he admitted theni, l^ 
b^ptisTti, into the pale of the Chriitian churcfi j atrd 
experienced from theni e^senriaJ services during M» 
Aode in that part of Asii. As there i^ M gross 
improbability in this story, amd as the idea is whhal 
highly gratifying to the mind of the Christian, it 
ought not to be hastily rejected, though rec6rdbd By 
the unitnown author of the Imperfect CoWiflcirtaty 
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upon Su Matthew, a work of considerable an- 
tiquity.* 

From Parthia — not I think as the Acts of this 
Apostle state, from Aden, in Arabia, a statement 
more likely to be true of the second St. Thomas, 
or Mar-Thome, the Manichaean heretic of the third 
century, than the great apostle himself — from the 
Bactrian sages, the undaunted servant of Christ, is 
Sciid to have visited India, already, as we have seen, 
by the doctrine of its Avatars^ prepared to receive 
with benignity the herald of the true Messiah, 
though not to renounce its absurd superstitions in 
honour of Crishna, the pretended Saviour. This, 
ever has been, and probably ever will continue to 
be, the unfortunate case; for, since the Indians 
allow that all religions come from God, and that all 
modes of adoring him, when springing from an up« 
right heart, are acceptable to him : or, to use their 
own remarkable language on this point, since they 
affirm ihat the Supreme Being *' is sometimes em- 
ployed with the attendant at the mosque, in count-^ 
i^g the sacred beads; and sometimes in the temple, 
at the adgration of idols ; the intimate of the Mus- 
sulman, and the friend of the Hindoo : the compa- 
liion of the Christian, and the confident of the 
Jew i"t since they are firmly of opinion, " that the 

* Opus Imperfectum in Matth. hotnlL ii. written about 
A.D.56. 

' t See the PsdiBiinary Discourse of the Brahmins wha 
tJran»lated the Code of Gentoo l.awsy p. 4. 4to. edit. 177'6* 



[68] 

Deity has appeared innumerable times, and by in;* 
numerable Avatars, in many parts, not only of this 
world, but of all worlds, for the salvation of his 
creatures ; and that both Christians and Hindoos 
adore the same God, under different forms ;f since 
they indulge, I say, such latudin^rian ideas in theo- 
logical concerns, it was equally impossible for St. 
TJiomas, as it has been for any modern missionary 
since, to persuade the^r^a^ body of the people of 
Hindostan to renounce the errors of idolatry, and 
become sincere converts to the truth of uncorrupted 
Christianitv. A considerable number of Hindoos, 
however, (as may be gathered fr6m all the accounts 
of this apostle's life given us by the ancients, and 
confirmed by the diligent inquiries of the moderns) 
were absolutely converted to the Christian faith ; 
and the Brahmins themselves, though determined 
not to give up their usurped authority over the 
minds of the people, and the vast emoluments, re- 
sulting from the idolatrous rites celebrated in the 
pagodas, yet, at the same time, comparing' the ac- 
counts of the Magi, and the doctrines preached by 
our apostle, with their own Scriptures, discovered 
that strong resemblance, between some parts of the 
character and history of the Christian and Hindoo 
Deliverer, as seemed completely to verify the ancient 
traditions of their nation^ and induced them to in^ 
terpolate their sacred books with extracts from the 
pospels, of which, at that early period^ the spuripufii 

* Asidtt Researches, vol. i. p. %J^. 
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abounded more than the genuine throughout the 
East. 

In this place it should by no means be omitted^ 
that the very Gospel of the Infancy wa5 originally 
known in. Asia under the title bf the Gospel of St 
Thomas^ by which name it is often mentioned, and 
condemned by the fathers as a gross forgery, un- 
worthy of his name and character. The number of 
the spurious Gospels of which we have any know- 
ledge, as before intimated from Fabricius, amounts 
to no less than thirty-nine; of which, those 
that have descended down to our own time will be 
found in that writer*s often-cited work, the Codex 
Apocryphus. It is happy for us that they have so 
descended, since we are by this means enabled to 
detect imposition, and vindicate the authority and 
dignity of the genuine productions, of the flvange^ 
lists. There might also be another powerful motive 
with the Brahmins for making the asserted interpo* 
lations ; for, though the zealous disciple of Christ, 
and his doctrines, so congenial with many of the 
sublimer dogmas of their own religious faith, might 
be welcomed on his first arrival, yet, the number of 
proselytes daily and prodigiously increasing, they 
n^ight be alarmed lest the total downfall of their 
superstition, and the absolute loss of their enormous 
gains from the practice of it, should be the fatal 
consequence. We are justified in this conjectur^ 
by the accounts given in MalFaeus's Indian History,* 

* Maffaei Hist. Ind. lib. ii« p. 85. 
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and in the ancient martyrologies of his death, whicb 
is said to have happened after the following manner; 
This holy man, pursuing the successful career of 
his spiritual embassy^ continued his progress^ pro^ 
bably by the route of the Indus, from tfae northern 
to the southern regions of India, where he gained 
still greater fame and more numerous disciples. At 
Cranganor, then said to have been the capital of k 
kingdom of the same name, but now a miserable 
town and fort on the Malabar coast^ after convert* 
rhg its king, Basdeo, (written in the Acts of St, 
Thomas above cited, Mesoeus), and his son 
Zuzan,* he instituted that order of Christians 
who so long boasted his name. These, though, 
in succeeding ages, deeply infected with dangerotis 
errors, principally of the Nestorian sea, havb 
flourished, in a continued series, from the ttmb 
of their great founder, and boast still to retain the 
records of their institution, and an original grant 
of land to their patron, St. Thomas, from the 
reigning king of India, sufficient for the erection of a 
church, engraved on tablets of brass. These tablets, 
for some centuries, were lost; but, during the 
vice-royalty of Don Alfonsa Sousa, one of the early 
governors of the Portuguese India, were dug up* 
The apostle of the Indies having established this 
Christian colony at Cranganor, and, if his biogra«- 
phers may be credited, having visited, and sowh 

* Acts of St. Thomai, apad Fabricittm. Vol. ii. p. 713«^ 
idiintdU. 
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tbc«ccU of ib(2 Co^pd in, the grwt island of Tai' 
juohane, sailed £»?tward even to China itself, and 
Js^id the foundmion in that ejnpirc of its triumph in 
bmjDC agps; a triiiTOph, which would appear incre- 
dihle, if no^ attested by such authentic writers as 
)bc Arabian Tcav^Uers in tte nintl^ and JMjircp 
Paylp in tte thirteenth, century** From Chiop, ouf 
apostle returned to Indict and settled ?it Meliapoor^ 
ijipm the opposite sbpjre of thjj peninsula, under tb? 
|VotM(ion of a cerjtain Jcing, on the cpast of Coro« 
iRandel, nained Sagamo, who b^d been converted 
jfc^ his njiracles. The Brahmins, however, growing 
jl^044S of him> and dreading his superior influence 
qypr the mind of that prince^ resolved to put bitp tp 
4cdtb J and, pursuing bim out of the city to a tprpb, 
^t wbicb be used pccasionally to retire and perform 
bis devotions, transfixed him with lances while fer- 
yemly engaged in prayer. 

From this fat?il event, MeUapoor is ^aid to have 
fatten the appellative of the ipyrdered saint, having 
}l>tfin ^ncc generally knpwn by the name of San 
T!}ffQjipt; and a cpjisiderable eminisnee neaf the 
pitjr, whither be was pursued by the vindictive 
brahmins, and .where his tomb and a magniBce^t 
^ijlHirch were afterw^rdi erected by the Christians of 
)u^ ordjcr^ is jc^lled tbe Hojunt of St« Thomas. 

• Sec a Dissertation, by M. Renaudot, on the Origin of 
the Cbristian Religion in China, added to his Ancient Ac« 
cofHitft of Iii4iaand China, by two Mohammedan Trateliersy 
fa lira WjoOi Gn|ury» p. f6. 
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Their brethren of the Malabar coast were anciently 
accustomed to undertake toilsome and dangerous 
pilgrimages to this spot, though at the distance of 
400 leagues, across the peninsula, to worship the 
sacred relics (his bones, a miraculous cross stained 
with his blood, and the lance that occasioned his 
death)) which are asserted by the missionaries to 
"have been found on this mountain^ and deposited in 
the chapel of this the then metropolitan church off 
India. Meliapoor is recorded to have been, in 
former timies, the capital of the kingdom of Coro- 
mandel,and the great emporium of commerce on 
this coast. Whether this be true or not, it is cer- 
tain that its name of San Thome is of very ancient 
date, having been known by this denomination 
^hen the two Mohammedan travellers visited India 
nearly ten centuries ago. 

I shall conclude this account of the travels of 
St, Thomas, with the statement of the respectable 
M. Renaudot, who observes, " Although this tra- 
ditiorf* (of St. Thomas's preaching and death at 
Meliapoor) ** is not altogether certain, it never- 
theless carries some air of authority with it ; inas- 
much as the name of San Thoue, which is 
imposed oh the city of Meliapoor, has, for mariy 
ages past, been known not only among Europeans, 
but also among the Arabs, both Christian and 
Mohammedan ; for, our two authors speak of 
Betuma, or Batuma, as of a place known upon 
the Indian shores ; and this worcl signifies the same 



^ 
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With Beit-Thomas, the bouse or cburcb of St. Tho*. 
tnas, just as the Arabs and Syrians write and prou 
nounce Bazbadi for Beitzabdi, Bagarmi for Beiu 
garme^and the like/'* Such are the accounts, partly 
traditional, and partly historical, that have been 
handed down to us from ancient writers concerning 
the preaching, travels, and death of iht first great 
Apostle of the Indies ; accounts, to which every one 
will give that proportion of credit which he may 
think due to the reporters ; who are, some of the 
fathers, the ancient martyrologists, and the Portu- 
guese historians, Osorius, Maffseus, and the author 
of the Portuguese Asia. 

THE VAST TRAFTIC AT THAT TIME CARRIED 
ON WITH INDIA BY MERCHANTS, BY ^EA, 
FROM ALEXANDRIA, THE COASTS OF ARABIA, 
SYRIA, AND MAGNA GRyECXA, AND, BY LAND, 
FROM ALL THE GREAT CAPITALS IN THE 
INTERIOR OF ASIA, AFFORDED EXTENSIVE 
OPPORTUNITY OF IMPORTING INTO THAT 
COUNTRY AN EARLY KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIS- 
TIANITY. 

There is no occasion, however, to rest the argu« 
ment in favour of the conversion of a large portion 
of the Indian nation, in the earliest periods of 
Christianity, solely on the mission of St. Thomas. 
The apostles and their disciples were zealously and 

* See Ancient Accounts of India and Qiins, p. SO. 
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juccessfultjr einplo]^ in profis^^mg its sQJbJim^r 
and pure doctrines in ei/^ery qumter of Asia^ Tb^ 
capitals of Persia, Arabia, and ^rid» with whi^ 
countries India at that time )^pt up a vigorq^ 
cQinn»rce, were crowded ivHh itji votaries; and tkf^ 
Indian merchants, as yfcH as the Yogees, who 
"wetfi then in the practice of uudertaking long pilgrim* 
mages to the remotest patts of Asia^ in order to 
explore the sacred fbontains and Q^niing springs of 
naphtha dispersed through tfe High^ A^ and 
the objects of veneration to Aim ancestors, could 
not fail, in their conversations pnd interco^se v^ith 
foreigners, of becoming acquaint^ with th^ princi- 
ples of a religion which, in many respects^ was so 
similar tp th^ir^wo^or of bringjiiyg back with thf^m 
^he vanrious Qosp^Is^ genuine apd appcryphal> dif* 
fu^d ip such numbers through Asia* 

At that lime, also, a constant porrcspondence, 
.9l%intain^d, for above three hundred years from the 
tiqfie of Alexander, with the GreekjSt ^bp bad settled 
in fQuUitud^s, und^r the Seleucidac, in P^r^W, ^and 
ibe Greek prinpes of Ba^tria^ piysfhav^ prevented 
the Indians from being entire strangers to the Qreek 
language^ in which, for the most part, those Gospels 
were written : or, if they were wholly so, there re- 
mained the Syriac, and, in particular, the Persian, 
(the ancient Persian, spoken about that time, of 
whicb we have before been tpid, by the greatest 
linguist that ever lived, that six or uven words in 

ten w$rs j^r$ SatwriftK) u tbe ^ssmw mpdia of 
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infofinltrg the Indtanfs concarnhg the history of 
the birth, actions, and death, pf our Saviour. There 
cannot be a more direct proof how generally and 
how early the religion of Chrbt was diffused 
throughout Persia, than that, upon its ruins, arose, 
towards the end of the third century, the impious 
and widely-extended heresy of Manes, which was 
compounded of the ancient Zoroastrian or Magian 
superstition, and certain perverted doctrines of 
Christianity; for^ that impostor had the policy to 
propagate the notion of an immediate relation of 
the Character of Christ to the mediatorial Mithras 
of the ancient Persians, declaring him to be the 
presiding genius over the visible world, and bis 
throne to have been, from eternal ages, in the svt^i 
from which orb, his luminous shrine, he descended 
in person, to instruct and reform mankind, and to 
which, at the termination of his mission from the 
Good Principle, he returned ; blasphemously giving 
out, at the same time, that he himself was the pro- 
mised Paraclete. The Evangelium Infamise has 
been assigned to the fertile invention of this here- 
siarch ; but, however vitiated his doctrines by its 
contents, that circumstance is impossible, since 
Manes did not appear on the theatre of Asia till 
the year 277, and Irenaeas, as we have before ob* 
served, had already anathematized that production 
in the middle of the second century, with all the 
train of Gnostic errors which the Matiicbxansj in 
the third century, so zealously adopted. 
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* 

Alexandria, too, it should be remembered, at 
that time the grand emporium of all the commerce . 
Carried on between the eastern and western world;, 
Alexandria, partly reclaimed from paganism by the. 
labours of St. Mark, recorded, by the church, to 
have suffered martyrdom there ; was, on account 
pf its celebrated library and noble college, instituted 
by the munificence of the Ptolemys, crowded with 
learned men from every quarter of the civilized 
globe ; and Egypt, or the exterior Cusba^Dweepa^^ 
being not beyond the limits forbidden by their su- 
preme legislator to be passed, was then probably 
much more, the resort of Hindoos than in later 
periods, when there existed no government suffi*. 
ciently liberal to tolerate, and, at the same time,suf- 
ficiently powerful to protect^ foreigners of different 
religious habits from those of the country. These^ 
hearing of a miraculous Child, the Saviour of the 
World, who, in his infancy, had run the same risk 
pf destruction with their favourite divinity Cr i s h n a; 
—to the truth of which then recent faa, Egypt 
itself, and the great city of Hermopolis, where the 
idols fell down, as Dagon of old before the ark, at 
his august presence, could bear ample testimony — 
these, comparing their doctrines and characters, and 

* 

at the same time calmly reflecting on the firmness of 
the dying martyr, St. Mark, who, before their eyes, 
sealed, with his blood, the truth of the doctrines 
which he had taught the Alexandrians i these Iqdiaa 
merchants, 1 say, must have received, and doubt"- 
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less retained, when returned to their own country 
the most lively impressions of the new religion. 

Various others, among the disciples of the 
apostles, ardent to propagate the faith of Jesus, by 
means of the Roman fleets, which then anndally 
visited India by the route of Alexandria and the 
Arabian Gulph, might also be instrumental in 
planting that faith upon its shores ; and that the 
Indians were not ignorant of what passed at Rome, 
and the western parts of their empire, is evident, 
from the two embassies dispatched, the one shortly 
after the other, by Porus to Augustus, in the nine- 
teenth year before Christ, in order to solicit his 
friendship and an alliance with the Roman empire. 
What was most remarkable in the latter of these 
'embassies, next to the extraordinary presents (in- 
tended, it should seem, rather to terrify than to 
conciliate the emperor) and the veteran herald 
Zarmanochagas, was the epistle, written, upon 
vellum, in the Greek language^ and asserting his 
dominion over six hundred feudal princes of 
India ;* \yhich strongly confirms our former con- 
jecture, that the Indians were not wholly unac- 
quainted with the dialect of Greece. Pliny has also 
recorded a third embassy, sent, about the middle of 
the first century, to the Emperor Claudius, from 
the king of Taprobane^ then the mart of a most 
flourishing trade, carried on with Alexandria on the 

^ Strftbo,lib. xv* p. 789« 
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one band, and the two coasts of the Indian penin-* 
sula on the other.* 

Thus, my Lords, having extensively explored 
the numerous and varied channels of conveyance 
by which both the genuine and the Apocryphal 
Gospels might, in the very earliest periods of 
Christianity, have reached the Indian shores, I shall 
proceed in my next letter to the more important 
point of demonstrating, from internal testimony^ 
ample^ evident^ and irresistible^ contained in book$ 
deemed sacred by the brahmins, that they had not 
only seen those Gospels^ but shamelessly borrowed 
ibe most striking and intereiting facts recorded in 
tfaem, for the purpose of illustrating iheir own fao^ 
ciful mythobgy and fabulous deities. In my ifH 
vestigation I shall advance cautiously^ but firmly ; 
and shall open such a scene of ur^rindpled spolia-- 
tion and plagiarism, as, I am confident, was never 
be(b:e exhibited in the history of any country of 
people existing. 

With profound reipeotf 

I have the honour to be^ 

My Lords, 

&c. &c. Sec. 

THOMAS MAURICE* 

» Plinii. mt Hbt. lib. vi. cap. S!{. 
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LETTER VI. 

Mt LordSj 

However ancient, in India^ihe oftiGiHAL le* 
dEND concerning Crisbna, in whdrtever remote 
penods was conceived iheouTi/iNEofhis story— 
I must again beg leave to repeat, on the authority of 
Mr. Bentley, on the antiquity of the astronomy and 
other sciences of the Hindoos in the sixth vohime of 
Asiatic Researches^ and even of Mr. Wilford him- 
netf, in the tenth voluirte, that the Bhagtvat is a cow- 
position comparatively modern.* The Evangcliutti 
In&ntiae, with which, in many parts, it so intimately 
totncides, is generally thought to have been the prou 
diction either of Manes himself, or some disciple of 
tbut faere^iarch who flourished towards the close of 
the third century. I am happy, however, in having 
inet with incontrovertible evidence, that An$ famous 
gospel was in public circulation about the middle of 
the second century, for it is expressly alluded to by 
Ireneus, in his book Adv. Haeres. fib. i. cap. 1 7, 
who flourished at that period, faaviirg been born Jiti 
A« D. 120, so that it might have reached India, and 
the fihagavat have been cortiposed, with those inter- 
potarions in the original tegend, in the very first 

* Asiatic Researches, vol. vi. p. 574, and x* p* 43* The 
pttsages shall be g^ven at leogth hereafter. 
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century of the Christian aera. I consider this dis- 
covery of scarcely less importance, on account of 
the latitude which it affords us in point of time, than 
the information that the Bhagavat itself is of a date 
posterior to the Christian aera* The entire passage 
from Irenxus will, hereafter^ be submitted to your 
Lordships, when I come more particularly to con^^ 
stder the spurious gospels, and the falsehoods 
contained in them. Oiir more immediate business 
is with the 

IMITATIONS OF THK GENUINE GOSPELS, TO BE 
MET WITH IN THE BHAGAVAT. 

Prsviouslt» however, to our advancing a step 
farther in this investigation, it is necessary to repeat 
sm observation made in another place, that betweeo 
the names of Crishna and Christ, there never existed 
the least affinity, except in sound : Crishna being a 
Sanscreet word literally signifying block, or dark 
blue, an appellative given, on 2u:covint of his colour, 
to the incarnate deity of India; and Christos, I 
scarcely need add, being a Greek word, meaning 
anointed, in allusion to the kingly ofiice of the He- 
brew Messiah. Thus the Nile, in consequence of 
the dark appearance of its waters, is in Sanscrit 
books frequently denominated the Crishna ; and 
this suggestion of M. Volney is hence proved, like 
many others, to be utterly unfounded. . To return 
to the Bhagavat. 

Jn tbi» celebrated purapa there a^e many passagea 
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M •mir^ congenial in sentinient with those which 
particularly distinguish the sublime Christian cods 
of theology fronri all others, that either the Evange« 
, lists must baTe seen and copied the purana^ (a sup- 
PQ&itio|^ equally absfird and impious t) or the brah- 
mins must have read, or heard read, and copieji 
the productions of the inspired penmen. I shall 
here present your Lordships with a few of tbe^e 
parallel passages, or at least of doctrines and saq- 
timeiits striUngly resembling each other. 

The beginning is so uniformly consonant^ except 
In on$ cinuvistame^ widi the relation of the bir^ 
and early incidents^ in the life of Christ as detailed 
iin 3t» Matthew's Gosp^}, tliat it is scarcely necei- 
, sary to ppint.out particular instances. The whole 
Iiidian velation, in {act, arppeavs to be a gross plagi- 
arism fnQi^ the Christian^ but concealed under aii 
allegorical garb,* The civciHnst«^nce omitted^ is that 
Ciishna, thoi^h a^ avatar^ and, consequently of 
heavenly de^cem^ is not said to have b^n born qf 
a virgin^ but of buman parents^ in the natural way* 
Hoyrever^ the brahmins a^rwards made up for the 
emissipn^ since BunnHAy^the avatar next in suc- 
cession^ W(^ bom in this supernatural, manner* 
In^tead^ therefore^, of selecting particularr passagORs^ 
I shall here, principally for the benefit of those who 
may i^ot be possessed oS the published copy of the 
. MuseuDQ manuscript, insert an abrid^^foem of the 
initial sections^in which^ with due allowance for the 

G 



[8a] 

usual embellishments of an Indian history, the re* 
semblance will be clearly traced. 

Matbura, seated on the river Jumna, was once 
the capital of a great empire, and had, for its sove- 

• • • ^ 

reign, a prince named Can? a, a merciless tyrant, 
the son of Ogur Sein, whom he had deposed, and 
on whose usurped throne he reigned. Cansa, young 
himself, had a sister much younger, who, when 
arrived at a proper age, he bestowed in marriage 
on a Brahmin of royal descent, and eminent for his 
^iety, whose residence was at Gokul, a city situated 
three cose higher on the other side of the Jumna. 
On their return from celebrating the nuptials, he 
heard a voice, saying, ** Cansa, beware ! the eighth 
son of Devaci will be your destroyer.*' Cansa was 
' exceedingly alarmed at this intelligence : he let fall 
the reins on the neck of the horses, and, seizing < 
Devaci by the hair of her head with one hand) 
drew his sword with the other with intent to cut it 
gff, when Vasudiva represented to him that a 
woman was not liable to be killed for any crim^, 
particularly as she was his own sister. After much 
expostulation, Vasudeva promised, and solemnly 

* engaged, to give up to Cansa all the children Whom 
I Devaci should bring forth, which he might have 

* liberty to destroy for his own security/ Cansa at 
' length . consented that she should live, and went 
' directly to his palace, giving orders to' keep Vasa- 
-dcv^ and Devaci in strict confinement. 
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DeracS, In ibe coarse of as many years, had eight 
cMldren, seven sons and one daughter. As soon as 
the 6rst was born^ Vasudeva himself carried it to 
Causa ; who, satisfied with the ofier, and reflecting 

• that it would be equally useless and unjust to des- 
troy the first male for the sake of the eighth, re- 
turned h to Vasudeva, who joyfully bore it away, 
though not without suspicion that the tyrant would 
alter bis mind. At the same time the prophet Nared 

• came to Cansa, and thus addressed him : ^* why do 
' yoo dumber over your own destruction ? the child 

now dismissed perhaps may be your destroyer." 
Nared then went away ; and Cansa, redemanding 
the child, instantly put it to death, in spite of the 

' remonstrances oF Ogur Sein, his mother, and the 

' surrounding nobles. He even threw his own father 
into prison for opposing him, and doubled his vigi- 
lance over Vasudeva and Devaci ; ordering them 

. both into still closer confinement in the inmost 
apartment of a prison^ only accessible through seven 

L iron doors. In process of time Cansa, in the same 
manner, destroyed six of Devaci's children. 

The seventh, Chrishna's elder brother, and part- 
ncr of his glory in this avatar, ram a, escaped death 
by a method revealed to his parents from heaven. 

' » After some time, Devaci again grew pregnant, 
and, by the blessing of heaven on this pregnancy, 
her beauty suddenly shone forth with such trans- 

, cendant splendour, that Vasudeva, her husband's 
countenance itself became bright, and the very wall 
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Pitah^wop ihitbfir, 9»A cclj^aMng t»iib mg^ i\^ 
frikn ql* Vapuiieva and Devad^ exeUuMdi '^ i«i6^ 

hriM fiiUfeta ewUi bow ardently d^ w« long tp he- 
itwrfd <hdt fic^ for ihp Mlie of ^bicli wt\iWttmm^A 
Mii»ddi8lfarce worldi.^ (jkma, oo theie «wpkM»ts 
i^P$ of the purgittocy af DevAci* tbe. rep^t of 
si^l^H^b «pr^ iMlam))^ ibrougb the p»lM ^ ftiK}} 
iMdrkig ^t thfi aatne lisM thar the fatfcAof tbe fiMher 
Md f9i9lh^r weoe auddMly bwMW aD ti^iuttfiodandy 
ImgllU iouigvtied» &r ^ portainty, that this was tlie 
f|)i}d,lli9l shovdd day him» apd consulted with his 
widest ^Qunsdlorfl, >yhed)er h$ ahouhi not aft osce 
deatrciy Dav»oi ; bur, again rcS«ctuig that it vm on 
^} aficiotifittt bornUe ta lijtt a^fHregnant ^leoivafiy be 
cmtfAied htfi^df nwb the fixed dctennwation to 
d^ote the child Hx deadi the tnstaoi \i shoidd be bom. 
7be ty f ant of Matbiu?» boiifttever, was comtMiifly 
haiifUed wi|h the icka d die sigktb^ soMy* his (alcd 

* ^aldaeus^ fron^ othef soyrcfts^ of i^lipHi^ence on th§ Mala* 
bar-coast where be resided, makes Crishna the seventh son 
df this marriage; hut, as Fei^i', the brother of Akber^ seCre- 
tar];^, translated the Bhag^vati it|t<>^Pet>sian immediately it^m 
^ue. {J^inaqreAt^ ^hiflk i^ bsMil by Mttg «iicMattd^ uader a 

%»]^f *^^%^ W^MRt» ftf ^mt^ Wn MiKil*^ 
4^t^pypr qj ^^^ » W<ve li)^l|r to k^ \}^ tjw P^e^ ^ l^n 
^is opca^on/' ^ays B^ldaea^^ << I cannot l^it observe, tl>at this, 
' as well as the ensuing part of the story oi iisnay (Crishna,) 
seems to have s hear rdation to the history ot the birth of our 



dfrtro^l Md the avengCF of hk ^kmn a|)pMftd- 

Ac leof^hy^ iiv the ti»ontft Bbadr6n| at deep tnUk 
nighK, en tbe eighth of that diolitb^ oil a Wednesday^ 
o^ a^tim4 -wh^U^xvorld ivatf disk-acted -witbtitmU 
ondopfUtntiM^ in die faoiM of VaiMdkva^ apfmud 
the ninKrUkMi^ ehUd^ the eeksstial phmioln^iioir^ 
CMltpioocni* with eigbi ariM. The moflaent Vaat^r 
dev^ sitw t^e infant^ hi» dyet were opened^ he knew^ 
it t0- be the AlfBi|^y». and Oevaci- dtid htamdf itct* 
mediatety b^gm their devoot addteUM^^ Aft^ aoMi 
tioM* tbua eaftployed^ the Creator of the world again 
cIomI the -eyes of Vamdeva'a and Devadi'a under* 
standtng, arid th^ ^p^^ ibeugbt that a ohUd was 
borniMH^ theil^« A divine voice now^ directed Va» 
sudeva Hy ea^ry the new born infant ta Goktriy 
%Aefc Yasoi^h A) the wife of Ntmda tbe berdsmaH, 
had" ju8i bteit dtltva^ of a dau^ier, and to malb^ 
stkme fbe one ebUd fbit the oAier^ 

¥MidetA itmlledtaitdy fetehia chains mracotoady 
loosened^ andy. tikiagt uf ibe ciiifd in his ami%.biir^ 
ried wkb it through all tlie doors, Ae yuNrnds^ bdng 
buried in paofoond sleep* Wheit he came to the 
jMBBfia^ the waters ioMmedkitely rose upi ta Iciss^ tbe 
chtld'a foef, and then respectfuAji retired ont eaiek 
side to make, way fer iu> tr»itepoetaiton« VasUdevar 
widi Ae Qtmost speed paoededed in tb C9ieeulto» 
of biaooniiliisioi^ and reach iitg tbebovs'of Nanda, 
punctually fulfilled all that htf waswjokiod* YasikRia^ 

Sbrioiir, W flight iAta H&pt^ the ttufdi^ of th6 imioeent 
children by Herod, Christ's miracles and ascension, &c/' 
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in factf knew not that she bad been deltvefied of a 
daughter; for, the interposing deity bad brought 
forgetfulness on her, and, when, Vasiideva was 
gotie, she took the child he had left (or her ton. On ' 
Vasudeva's return to the banks of the Jumna the 
waters miraculously divided as before, he once more 
passed dry*shod to the opposite shore, and, the mo« 
ment he reached the chamber of his prison, the 
chains again came upon his feet and hands, the 
locks became all dosed^ the guards awakened, and 
all heard the child cry ; on which, they hastened to 
give nonce to Cansa, who immediately ran, un* 
dressed as he was, to the prison, where Devaci, with 
both hands, trembling, presented to him her in&nt* 
Cansa received it with a frowni ng and terrific COun* 
tenance, and was going to dash it against the stones, 
when the child suddenly darted from his hands, and 
mounted Up into the air, bedecked with all the 
splendid ornaments and numerous arms of a Devata, 
exclaiming in a loud voice, as in a flash of lightning 
she departed, ^* O Cansa, the punishment you merit 
in attempting my destruction awaits yourself; be 
assured that your destroyer also is already born." 
Cansa was appalled, and trembled exceedingly at 
beholding this miracle. After a variety of bitter and 
{Htinful reflections on the instability of human af- 
fairs, he determined to release Vasudeva and Devaci^ 
from confinement, and thus terminated the events 
of that wonderful night ! 
The next morning at sun«rise Cansa summoned 
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a couQcU to know what was to be done in this mo- 
mcnt of dreadful emergency. It was resolved, that, 
since he was now certain by the Devata's threat that 
hts destroyer was already born, he should cause all 
the young cbildren througbout bis kingdom to b$ 
slain. It was also resolved, that soldiers should be 
employed in the strictest search after the concealed 
enemy, and tbat very day tb0 cruel orders were 
issued. 

In this place, I scarcely need bring to the readers 
recollecHon, the guilt and persecuting fury of tbe 
tyrant Herod, the flight into Egypt, to avoid the 
effects of that fury, tbe murder of tbe innocents^ the 
beavenly chorus that sang hallelujah, the ^5- 
ionisbed sbepberds^&c. &c. In succeeding pages, 
when examining the imitations of the spurious 
gospels, we shall also find many other resembling 
circumstances enumerated^ which are here omitted* 
We now proceed to notice other passages strikingly 
similar either in fact, or in sentiment, between tho 
Bbagavat and the evangelists. 

I am still firmly of opinion, and that opinion is 
corroborated by the whole train of previous narra* 
tion and argument, that the great battle recorded in 
tbe Bbagavat^ between Crishna and the serpent 
Calyja, or Calli-Naga, from (calli black, and 
NAG A, of kin to NACHASH ^^r^if/, a proof bow 
tbe Indians interpreted that disputed word), has a 
direct allusion to that more important predicted con« 
test betweeo die Promised Seed» and tbe diie aover- 
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sary of the human raee. It k ccmidefcd in Indiai 
as by miieh the most raomemous of ell Crishna's 
earthly exploits, and all rite circumstances previous 
and subsequent to it, prove the superior magnitude 
of its interest among theqs. The monster^s Infieetious 
breath had poisoned the whole current of the Jun^na * 
all who drank of ks waters, herds and herdsmen, 
instantly fell down dead, and the subtitnest effort of 
a deity was exerted, before the contest began, that 
ofrestering the dead to life — a God is here properly 
introduced, because dignus vindice nodus, and the 
description throughout abounds with expressions 
Aat mark the conqueror, as invested with all the 
attributes of a deity. Let the reader judge for 
himself. 

^ An infinite varie^ of these adventiires caused 
die name of Crlshna to be venerated by the gQod» 
and ten%Ie to the wicked. Monsters in nature, and 
monsters out of nature were perpetually conjured 
up to attack the niviMe infant, who, whh ease, 
discomfited them all, and gained new glory from 
every fresh combat. At length the great envenomed 
serpent Cal LI Nag a determined to try his strength 
with him, and, with his enormous btilk, took pos* 
session of the river Jumna, in whose bod he lay 
concealed, and whose stream be poisoned. The in* 
stant that the cattle tasted Ae water, riiey fdl ^temn 
dead on the banks, and the eow«J>oys ^ng in the 
evening to bathe in die river^ as soon as they were 
immersed and their Ups touched the flood, thcf also 
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expired. Cri^a, being tnforaied of this dreadful 
calamity^ immediately hastened down to the rivet 
side, and, by bis omniscient pcwer, soon discovered 
the cause. As his former companions lay dead tii 
multitudes around him» he was filled with compaa* 
sion at their untimely fate, and, easting upon tbem 
an eye of divine mercy ^ they immediately arose, and 
with looks of astonishment, inquired what disaster 
had befalleo them, and what enchantment had de* 
prived them of their senses and recollection/** 

The combat was long and sanguinary, for we are 
told that ** the serpent vomited streams of fire from 
his mouth and nostrils, aimed at once a thousand 
bites with his thousand beads, and twisted his 
enormous folds round Crisbna's whole body.** On 
seeing this, the resuscitated cow-boys fell prostrate 
in despair, fialhadur, however^ consoled them, by 
assuring them that Crishna would overcome this 
the greatest of all dangers with the same ease as he 
had Qveroome others. Crishna^ at length, to re- 
licva their anxiety, took bold of the serpent's heads 
one qfter anoiber ; §nd^ tearing tbem from bis body^ 
UT Hi$ 90QT OH TH«M, ond began to dqnce in 
triumph on each of tbcm.f 

With respect to the engraved figures allusive to 
thi« great evejit, copied from Sonnerat^ a highly rc-^ 
^ctaUe writer^ io the la$t voluiue of the Ancient 

* See the History of Crishna^ translated from the Bbagarati 
in Ancient India, vol. i. p, 535. 



C9o3 

Indbione of which represents Crishm dancing OQ. 
the crushed' bead of the serpent^ and the other the. 
same personage entangled in its enormous folds^ to 
mark the arduousness of the contest, while the en- 
raged reptile is seen biting bis foot.-^Wiih respect 
to those figures^ I say, they may be correct repre- 
sentations or not ; bat the great fact remains re- 
corded in indelible characters, both in the histories 
and emblematical designs of India. Sonnerat^ how-» 
ever, it is more than probable, would not have in- 
sulted the Court of France^ at whose expense he 
travelled in India, to make accurate observations, 
and collect genuine illustradons of the theology^ 
natural history, and commerce of the inhabitants, by 
exhibiting in his costly volumes engravings of ob* 
jects of doubtful authority. 

CRISHNA RESTORES THE TWQ SONS OF HIS 

TUTOR TO LIFE. 

Crishn A, having learned the whole circle of the 
sciencesi in one day and nigbt^ of his tutor Sen- 
deepen, bids him demand what he wished for most, 
as his tutor's fee. Sendeepen begged leave to con- 
sult his wife before he determined on his request* 
The wife entreated, that, if it were possible to raise 
ber two sons to life^ that might be the boon bestowed. 
Sendeepen accordingly requested of Crishna to 
restore his two dead sons. Crishna said it should 
be done ; and then, with Ram, descending to the 
abode of Dherme Rajah, the Indian Pluto,he there 
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sounded the sacied shell. Dherme Rajah imme* 
diately appeared^ and» making most profound sub- 
missions, entreated to know his commands. Crtsbna 
demanded the two sons of his tutor Sendeepen ; 
and, by this authoritative mandate, tb^ two 
young men became alive again^ and Dberme Rajah 
presented them to Crishna, who, with Ram, imme- 
diately took them to the delighted Sendeepen. At 
a future period of his life Crishna also raises the 
six sons of Devaci to life ; but the examples of his 
supernatural power in this way are too numerous to 
be inserted. « 

HE IS SWALLOWED BT A VAST f ISH. 

At page 331, Crishna, like Jonas, the prototype of 
our Saviour, is swallowed by a huge fish, a Ditya 
in disguise, but is vomited up again. Here is the 
story, new modelled, and decked out with Indian 
embellishments. 

/* One day Pek Assoor, sent by Cansa to destroy 
him, came to Mathura, and, sitting on the bank of 
the Jumna, waited for Crishna's coming, to swallow 
hini up like a (isb. The herdsmen coming thither, 
found this Assoor, like a huge allij^tpr, lying on the 
river's side, and told Crishna ; who, on seeing it, 
knew it to be Pek Assoor, and not a fish. Immedi- 
ately on his coming near, the alligator seized him 
with his jaws, and swallowed him, rejoicing that now 
he had accomplished the ardent desire of his sove* 
reign. But Crishna began to burn the entrails of 



the Brnif mottsMT^ «o ibat be ittdno p6wet w rttUtt 
Im prcf, bgt tbrtm Vf^Oii^bm again ftom Mi 

Anmhar day^ sk&^ Yawndha wayfondfinrg aitd kissing 
Bei^ inffam, be opemd titi motrth, and she &Mr 
tbereni tlie beatem and the eartfr, tfxe sdn and 
mooit, sea and land, the momitains and vaTteys of 
tbe whole world. This' vrondferful story, bfnied ^t 
before^ occurs twice in the life of Crbhna: 

At page 343 occurs the stupendous miracle so 
pointedly alluded to^ above, by Sir W. Jones. 
Eendra, the Hindoo God of the firmament, having 
gpowfi jealous of Crisbna^s' power^ theft ^n infant 
ofily^ve» years old, and doabtfuff also of bfs^ 
£vfnky, summoning before frifcrr (he gtrarr^an spirit 
of r»iB, ordered hmr to let loose the floods ** ihat 
were reserved for the day of judgment, and to send 
sucb a storm for Setienr d^s and nights successivelyi 
diat all (be tnctt md beasts of (he phtce sboatd be 
drowfied ; but (o take catre (hat k did not rain in 
Mf odbec part. Accordingly on the same instant 
hqgsm a. mast Tiofant stwm of ran, fifing in vast 
torrcMS) wi^ haif like farge stones, and most ter- 
rific thttfxlef 4 The herdsmen, in agony, called on 
Gritshnai wfio dewed tfifem all to get on the motin- 
mn: Goverdhane, and take refuge in a cafe there, 
wkb tlleir caftle and efiecrs: which they didl 
Cpiilmarl^M^ Ufl0tupr fbe^ mountain on bis tittU 
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fiMgm'^wiHimnmdkmi49 if it Mbtenaiffff^ 
and hdA k aboveihe $twm ^ sq that lb« iobabkaofs 
-w^re perfectly aecwc» Ecndrt, finding bis. siiigprr 
look no tfSau, u knglh discQVf r§d, to M^ mfinMe 
Aame and niortificftiifHi» tbat Crii^a ;k<i^ /6^ 
jilmigbty^ and that he iuid hem ucferly decc^vied in 
soppoiing hmi a human cr cattire^ So be tauied 
the storm to oeaae^ mu withoiii viol^ai appicbeii^ 
licos on his omo^ aecouat. C^ilbiii^ when tb^ saJo 
was over» ustm'^ tb» tfum^^Hf^ t9 iU fiafii.'' 

The whole of this romantic story is probably 
founded on that passage . in Mark ii. ver. 23* con* 
cerning the possibility of removing mountains by 
the power of faith. 

CftlSHNA^S OMNirRESENCE. 

Av page 355, we fipd die fbttowfig beauttftil alle^ 
gory and renarki iKnstrathrc of the ommpneSiifMe 
of that deity^of whom Criabnai was the umeioed 
vl^pidKiitative^ Akioor,, b^ing w the Junuiat* to 
hia siiiprise beheld Crisfaoti undeir the waiar : m a 
aDoment aAer^ Kfiing up hia bead^ he found him atUl 
on the batih whoce be bad kfit hiov Again be 
(dMiged|. and i^tn lie bebeld ihc veiy saaie august 
peraoiD. both m the waiejc aod on the bank* Asw^ 
nohment seisKed hha^ andf a kind of holy bfxrrcMr 
•thrilled ibrcMsi^ his veins : he plunged several tunes 
moil^ but always the sarut oi^^QOkSi presented tfaem- 
adves to his sights tiH at Is^ be baiew not which 
was tke seal Crishn^ thai witbraft oi^ tb^t wiibixfcihp 
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water. At lengthy looking more stecEfa^y at the 
latter, he beheld innuiMrabte ]>evatas s^ixfing with 
tbeir bands joined before that form in the water, in 
praise and adoration. ^ Oh ! supreme Lxard !** be 
then exclaimed, *^ thy essence is inscrutable, but its 
slndow is in all bodies, just like the images o£ the 
-sun in vases of witter: if the vases be broken, 
-where is the image ? and y^ that image neidier lis 
• iincreased nor diminished, by die fraetureof the ves- 
sels. In this manMr tbou art ail in dU.*^ 

HIS OMNISCIBKCE. 

Mis(^mm5CiVnc^isaIsoas strongly inculcated in the 
next page ; for Crishna asking him why he had so 
often looked towards him and then ^ plunged again 
under the water, and why he seemed so amazed ? 
-** O Nathal sovereign Lord/' he, replied, ^ tbou 
well knowest what I have seen in' the wafer*; Ti^ 
'power fascinates all the world, and elxhibits fictitious 
appearances every where, which .mislead and>hHnd 
the understanding. Ask me not the wondei^s I haife 
beholden, but pity 'me, and take int^ miseraUe as 
I am, under thine Almigbiy protectioa.** ' •' 

On an occasion that seemed to imply ignor«ocq» 
or fbrgetfulness^ of pissing events ia.the incarnalie 
deity of india, it is observed in tbie Bhagavat: 
*^ This mistake, ihd^d, it not recosicBabie with 
Orishna*s omniscience, but i/ it a.ntarkiflds 
taking on himself the exact state of human life^ 
that such forgetfulness should oompy Im mind 
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CRI5HNA RESTORES TWO CRIPPLES;T0, SANXTY ^ 

AND BEAUTY* 

At page 359 Crishna restores to her strength, 
ahd endows with exquisite beauty, a poor de- 
formed but pious cripple called Koobeja, bending 
beneath infirmity and age, who/ in return, niakes 
offerings to hini of sandal and flowers^ and on his 
return from the destruction of Cansa magni- 
ficently entertains him. Let this account be com- 
pared with that of tbe woman who bad a spirit of 
infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together^ 
and could not lift vp herself Luke xxiti. v. ii, . 
and the imitation will be too obvious to admit of the 
smallest doubt. . ^ 

We'rcad in Mark xiv. v. 3. that as Jesus sat at 
meaty there came a woman, having an. alabaster 
base of spikenard very precious^. and she brqke tbe 
box, and poured it on bis head. This act has, also; 
itft:^aiallel» if it be^not ^ variety of the precedir^ 
miracle, in the Indian- legend, as given byBal-^ 
dri;^apqd. Ha crifl,ior there are different lives of 
Qrjsbna in diSerent parts of India ; but they are all 
forgeries ixQt^xht geouioe or spurious gospels. 
•*. (Qrishna having advanced a little farther, they mti 
a pbor cripple,' or lame woman, haviog a vessel 
filled with spices, «weet*scented oils, ^ sandalwood, 
sa$ron, civet, and other, p^rfumfcs. Crjshw making 
a' huh, she made a certain sign, with her. finger^, 
steeped in the aromatic oil, upon his forehead, pour- 
ing the rest upon his head* Crishna asking her what 
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it was she would request of biaif the woman replied^ 
Nothing bui^ the tistf of my NnAs> Crlshnati fbrn^ 
setting his foot upM hers, and faking her by the 
hapd, raised her from the ground^^and not only ire* 
stored her limbs, but also renewed bet dge, ^6 tb^tj 
instead of a wrinkled faded skin, she obtained a - 
firesb and fait one in an instddt. At her request, 
Crisbna and his company lodged the following night 
at her house.*'* 

CRISHNa's fAEEKU ESS, AND WASHING T^E F^ET 

\' ■ 

QF HIS DISCIPLES* 

At p^4i8y at tbe Approach of the T)erileribl6 bFah<i 
nm Nare^u, Cridma^ bdodding bim at a dtscaneej 
^^ immediately rising from his musood, went to 
meet \Am, laid bkhud at Nartd^i^futi and wtfU 
coKied bin* Nared wat adiamfd of so gn^at am 
hoiiDWv ot^ naxir ao apok^ian^ CdBhaa^ 

tbeii vmbid Noted sfi^ty and poUred that tcM«r m 
bis Onam bead ; after wfaidi he seated Nianedl m the 
pltead of bonoar, paid bioj hoMage, Md made tto' 
mbtiess of the boioe do die sams. Niinsi^ m a 
ttansporr ctf wonder and drtighty exdatmtd^ ^ (f 
Naths! no one can favbont cky mercy and bm^ 
vdence I thy Avatar £s for tbe purposi} of protect- 
ii^ the good and pu#Amig tl«e wicktfd.^ If it be 
tby" OTgosc wMl to peribnit s^^kes^ to Nared^ k id 
aa % father Mdmodier peff<9init< service]} tos ife^ 
cbftktR)) out of their own vduntaty iffecionaA 

* Baldaeus apud Harriti vol. i. p. $$• 
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gODd[**will. Men, who ate submerged in the abyss 
of their passions, have no possibility of escaping 
from their control, except by tby mercy ^ in being 
born again in ibis transient world,** 

Again, at p. 454, Akroor, on approaching 
-Gri^na is said to have felt a ** paroxysm of agitation, 
and, at last, falling at his feet, with tears in his cycs^ 
announced his name. Both Crishna and Ram» 
knowing that he was of the elder branch of the 
Yadava family, would not suffer his prostrations, 
, but lifted him up, and gave him a most cordial re* 
. ception, and led him into the house ; there they 
washed bis feet^ and then set victuals before him/' 

CJIISHNA LIBERATES THE OPPRESSED RAJAHS; 
10RGIVE8 sins; HIS NAME THE PARDONER. 

At page 43a, a number of imprisoned and oppres- 
sed rajahs send the following address to Crishna : 
/' O Tbou, who gives t kings tbeir thrones, I come, 
. an ambassador from those wretched state*prisoners ; 
who, having heard of thy glory both on sea and 
land, have sent me to thy august presence to sue 
for protection. Therefore, Otbou destroyer of the 
unjust ! forget not us miserable captives, but free 
us from the chains of the tyrant. Man is stricken 
by outward circumstances, and, mistaking evil for 
good J becomes forgetful of thee ; but he who 
knows and remembers tjiee is free from all error. 
We, too^ ignorant and short-sighted mortals, knew 

H 
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not thy trutti) hut thought Jarasandha, the chUf and 
head of the kingdoms of the earth ; bat now we 
are better acqaainted with thy tm^btey and miractl- 
lous acts, and that tbou wart born in the urorld to 
protect the good /and punish the wicked. Our 
faults and crimes doubtless are many, but look ndt 
on them while we ace under vai^oriutK^ connder 
tbyo-wn name^ wbkb is the Pardon erI** 

Cri^na, who came on purpose to rdiieVe the 
.oppressed, readily grants their request ; and the 
de$cri[^on of iiis entrance into the Indiatn capital^ 
though ilot ammediately tdam^ to religion,. unless it' 
be contcas^d with Christ'^ entering into Jferusidefn 
amidst, the Hosanna^s of surrounding multitudes, 
, is too sttifcing > to be omitted. Hctc, however, 
instead of brancbes ef trees being cut dovm und 
strewed btfore bim, flowers are presented to him, 
odoriferous woods are burned, and whole trees 
erected to shade and refresh him. ** Cri^a set 
• fonh in all pomp and splendor from Dwaraka, pre- 
ceded, and followed, by music and singing. Eveiy 
inhabitant of Hastanapoor, male and female, re- 
joiced at his arrival, and croWded the foofs, win- 
dows, and doors, to see him enter, and had bedecked 
aill their houses for the triumph. Great crowdi 
stood in the road to receive him, and the women 
presented him with flowers of five colours ^s he 
passed. AU the streets were cleansed from dirt and 
dust, and sprinkled with perfumed water. The 
bazars and squares were all new beautified widi 



[99] 

t golden plaMc, and odoriferous woods vrere bufn- 

' ing inr all the houses. The brilliant jewels which 

adorned the doors of the Pandoos shone like lamps, 

aa if they had been placed therefor the purppse of 

, shedding their combined lustre on Crishqa. The 

. women all praised apd envied the happitiess of the 

' eight Nayega, ztiAfiochd round Crisbna in adoring 

multitudts.'* P. 4*3. 

Again on his entering into Mathura^ the ho. 
lioured city of his nativity, it is related : •' Early in 
the morning Crishna looked towards the city, and 
there beheld it as a Castle built of pure chrystal, the 
Ipfty doors formed of unwrought gold, jewels of 
the purest water engraved upon those doors, and 
the windows made of rubies and diamonds. Round 
the fbrtiBcation was a deep ditch, and the suburbs 
were all filled with, rows of warehouses, and innu- 
merable parrots were perched on the domes and in 
the galleries, while thousands of majestic peacocks 
displayed their proud plumage at the doors, and 
enamoured doves were seen joyfully cooing with 
their delighted mates. The bazars and squares 
^yere free from dust and dirt, and the reflection 
from the walls, from the polish of the white stone, 
shone brilliandy upon the walls opposite. All the 
people at Mathura, who had before heard the won- 
<ki;8i of Crishoa, stood waiting t,a see him with 
ftovmrs MBdoAtr presents; and, when Crishna 
moved forwards into the city, they had set up trees 
o/Kepeekb before all the doors. The women left 
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their work unBnUhed to run and gaze upon himt 
while Crishna went on smiling and looking with in« 
effable sweetness.'* p. 435. 

When, by the destruction of the tyrant Jara- 
sandba, he had liberated these unfortunate princes, 
^^ Crishna expressed himself perfectly satisfied with 
their repeptance from the errors of their former 
pride before their misfortunes^ assuring them that he 
bad more regard for those who turned their minds 
towards bim after wicked conduct^ than even for 
devotees and penitents who bad passed tbeir whole 
lives in prayer and austerity^'"^ p. 437. 




CRISHNA S PATIBNT FORBEARANCE, AND R£- 
MARRABLE FORGIVENESS Of INJURIES. 

Ram, Crisbna's half brother, having in a passion 
struck off the head of Soote, is thus rebuked by 
the assembled Brahmins : •' Ask of Crishna, thy 
younger brother, whether, when Bbreegoo, ibe 
Reysbee, struck him with bis foot, be did not {in-- 
stead of resenting it) tenderly inspect bis [Bbree^ 
goo's) foot, lest perhaps he might have hurt it by 
ibe blow J* p. 445. 

This passage I accompanied with the following 

* This must be numbered among the mort marked imita* 
tioDS of the genuine Gospel ; for, it contaius a sentiment not 
colonial with the theological code of the Brahmins ; in 
wbichi although repentance can obtain heaveoi the most br^* 
liant rewards are assigned to persevering austerity* 
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remark : This sentiment, which occurs frequently 
in the Bhagavat, is far too Christian to be put into 
^he mouth of the choleric Brahmin, who, we have 
seen, is constantly cursing his enemies. 

The story itself occurs towards the close of his 
life, and was intended as an answer to a question 
debated by the Reyshees, which of the three Indian 
deities was most worthy to be worshipped, ** Bhree- 
goo said he would try all the th&ee, and then 
inform tbem. In consequence, he went first to 
Brahma, and addressed him with the salutations 
proper from a son to his father,* to see what kind 
of temper and patience he possessed. Bralima at 
first grew angry^ and accused him of want of cere^ 
mony, but was soon appeased ; and his son per- 
ceived he was like fire and water, alternately hot 
and cold. Bhreegoo^ in the second place, went to 
Mahadeva's abode : Mahadeva rose up, and was 
going to embrace him, but Bhreegoo would not le^ 
him approad), and made use of very disrespectful 
language. Mahadeva drew himself up in wrath, 
and, snatching up his trident, rushed forward with 
intent to kill him ; but Parvati interfered, and, 
falling at her husband's feet, pacified his anger. 
Bhreegoo hastily retreating thence, went to the 
place called Vaicontha, the lord of which is 
Veeshnu. Him he found sleeping on the lap of the ^ 

universe, or Leckshmeen. Bhreegoo, on seeing 

i Bhreegoo was one of the sons of Brahma; and the pra- t 

mulger of the Tedas. 
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him, struck bim' forcibly witli bis foot on the breast. 
Veesbnu started Up, and, taking hold of the foot, 
said, '* This breast of mine is extremely bard^ and 
your foot very tender; undoubtedly it must be much 
hurt.*^ With thesie and other kind words, mollify- 
ing bis wratby be intrcated Bbreegoo to stay a little 
time, and honour his abode with bis presence, 
adding, that be was sorry be bad been taken un- 
awares from being ignorant of his approach, en- 
treated his pardon, and bofed bis foot would not be 
injured by so violent a blow. Bbreegoo, weeping 
for joy at this kind reception, went away, exclaim* 
ing, '* This surely is the true lord of tbe ibtte 
worlds!*' p. 454. 

CRISHKA NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS. 

*' Soodaman, a poor brahmin, and fellow-student 
with Crisbna under bis tutor Sendeepen, about this 
time paid a visit of respect to Crisbna at Dwaraka, 
having nothing with bim for a present except one 
handful of rice. Crisbna received bim niost affec- 
tionately, and, in his absence, transformed biscot^e 
to a palace, and bis wife to a beauty ; gave bim a 
large sum in money, and, at bis death, rendered bim 
beatified/* 

Similar to this is the following be^utif^l allegory : 
<* Distinctly to mark the equal regard with whiqh 
the Deity observes all his devout worsbippei:8 of 
every rank and class, Crisbna one morning set out 
with a great suite of Devatas for TirhuTi^ for the 
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express purpose oF exhibiting the marks of his 
divine favour to Bhoolamen. the rajah of that place, 
and also to one Mhooret-Deva, a poor Brahmin 
inbabitfint of the same city, both of whom were his 
iqost zealous devotees. When he arrived there, 
knowing that their faith and religious merits were 
equal, although their station and circumstances 
were widely different, he was solicitous not to 
appear to give the dne a preference above the other, 
nor let either feel himself slighted. He» therefore, 
made a double representation of himself, both 
Avatars exactly similar^ so that the rajah, who re- 
ceived him with all the pomp and splendor of 
royalty, and with magnificent presents of exquisite 
clothes, chains, and strings of pearl s,&c. conceived 
himself the most favoured of mortals, in having the 
divine personage under his own roof; while the 
bumble Brahmin^ no less overjoyed, was laying his 
unaffected offerings of the choicest fruits and strings 
of sweet flowers before the very same Crishna at 
the same moment in his own house. Crishna, at 
the earnest instances of the rajah, stayed some time 
with him in his magnificent palace to fortify his 
devotion, and all the inhabitants of Tirhut were 
eased of their doubts and perplexities by his pre- 
sence: at the same time he was daily present in the 
lowly cottage of Mhooret-Deva, receiving grateful 
prayers and thanksgivings, with the greatest conde- 
tcension and benevolence. After some time thus 
employed^ Crishna returned to Dwaraka^ and the 
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Brahmin accompanied him a considerable way on 
his journey." p. 451. 

In exact conformity to the above sentiments^ at 
page 389, in a style very much resembling the 
sacred text, Crishna declares : •' He who gives up his 
mind to me, and seeks no other support, / am big 
POSSESSION and treasure," 

CRISHNA'S AMOURS WITH THE GOPIAS TO BE 
CONSIDERED OF A SPIRITUAL NATURE. 

Sir W. Jones has remarked that, " though pure 
and chaste in reality, yet Crisbna exhibited an ap- 
pearance of excessive libertinism, and had wives or 
mistresses too numerous to be counted." His 
wives, in fact, were eight, and his mistresses no less 
than sixteen thousand in number ; but the expres- 
sions of ardent affection that occur in the Bhagavat 
arc evidently of an allegorical nature, have re- 
ference to the union of soul rather than of the body; 
and, possibly, may all be founded on a perversion 
of those passages of scripture, which represent 
Christ, as the bridegroom of the church. Indeed, 
that these amours of Crishna are to be understood 
in a spiritual and mystical sense, is demonstrated 
by a passage occurring in the early pages of 
this history, where it is expressly affirmed that 
Crishna's enjoyment with the Gopias, and the Go- 
pias with Crishna, is a mtsterT) and cannot be 
described^*' p. 349. 

* Asiatic Researches, vol. i. p. 274. 
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The whole life of Cri&hna, I must repeat, appears 
to me to be written in the very same spirit with the 
mystic poetry of Hafez, the devout sensualist of 
Persia) in which the mind, wrought up to a high 
degree of enthusiasm, seeks, in the most delightful 
terrestrial objects, images by which to represent the 
Deity himself, and to express the raptures of reli- 
gion. For instance, Hafez frequently uses the 
romantic phrase, the wine of devotion, and speaks 
of the happiness arising from the love of his Maker 
with the same transport, and nearly in the same 
language as he talks of tb^ fruition of bis mistress. 
However this mode of expression may shock the 
findings of European divines, it is but to6 prevalent 
among Asiatic theologians, whose devotion seems 
to want the assistance of external objects to animate 
and invigorate it. 

All of these distinguished females had support 
and separate palaces in Duaraca> and with each of 
them the enamoured God was at all times personally 
present, ^v^'hese palaces, in the same vein of oriental 
allegory, are said to have been erected ^^ on pillars of 
coral, and the courts and serais to have been etobeU 
lisbed with jewels ; canopies of cloth of gold wero 
everywhere suspended with valuable strings ofthQ 
finest pearl ; beautiful diildren were playing in the 
courts ; while charming slave girls were diligently 
attending their several mistresses. The peacocks on 
the house-tqps were rejoicing and singing amid the 
odorous exbdatioDS) which arose firom the con- 



Slant burning of aromatic^ in $ach quantity^ as to 
form a cloud that resenibled the rainy season; and 
npmberless rubies that wefe distributed about the 
baildii^gs preserved a constant light over the place.'^ 
It is worthy of remark that these sixteen diousand 
mistresses of Grishna declare that, "though they, 
w^re not Houris^ they were desirous, at least, to 
be his slaves." p* 499. The occurrence of the word 
Hou Ri, were there not reason to suppose it inserted 
by the Persian translator, would alone stamp the 
Bbagavat as a production posterior to the thne of 
Mahommed. At page 416, the zennardars, addres- 
sing iht offended Ram, as God, exclaim : ** Oh 
j^tagavat, we ignorant and sinful men have offended 
tbee^ and tby anger was but mercy* wbicb gave 
us an occasim ofbebcMing tby powers 

HIS DESCENT TO HADES* 

CkisHNA*s dcstent to the regions of the dead, ia 
irder to recover the cbceased son of a braha;un, is 
iftius wildly but impressively described^ 

<*So Cfisbna and Aijoon m<MMited a carriage 
fi^ther, and went towards the west, and, passing 
Ml the. seven dim^es, and ail the stages of the 
Universe, cime to that profound and palpable dark- 
iiess, ^here Ihere 5s no admission of the sun> or the 
ttbon, or foe. As-ib^ had now no other means, ^f 
proceeding, Soodbarsap.Chafcra (Ae celestial tljutt* 
dertiok^l Wiw wdcfMKltoflo forwrnd, tJutt the bowca 
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might get on by means of its light. When Aijoon 
beheld that light, wbicb is the light of God, he 
could not turn his face towards it ; but, covering 
bis eyes, to preserve them from the dazzling g1are» 
remained in deep and awful reflection. When the 
intense brightness of that light overcame them, 
|hcy entered an expanse of water, where a cold 
wind reigned. Within that they observed a splen- 
did palace and throne, whereon sate Seshanaga, the 
deity with a. thousand heads, and who seemed in 
magnitude to resemble Kylass, while his thousand 
eyes shot terrific flames. There they beheld the 
Being ttndescribable, wbo is pure and all sufficient. 
His countenance was like the flower of the lotos, 
and he wore a yellow robe on his body» and 
jgolden ear-rings^ and a profusion of jewels; a 
string of the finest pearls adorned his neck, and 
the Kowsteke-men blazed on the middle of his 
breast, a figure of beautiful proportions, and 
resplendent with all the ensigns of a deity. Xhat 
sublime Being, which was purity itself, spoke these 
words : " It was I, who, taking on myself the form 
of Yama, bore away the Brahmin's son, because I 
bad an earnest desire to see you. You have done 
what was your function to do, and have released the 
earth, overladen with her heavy weight. Your in- 
carnation was for the purpose, of illuminating the 
darkness of tbe world : both of you are Avatars of 
Narayen, and have well performed your appointee} 
functions/' On bebdldin^ these wonders^ Arjooa 
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totally forgot every thing that had passed in his 
mind, and now fully comprehended that Crishna 
was Lord of heaven and earth, and that all that be 
saw was his form and his light. They then 
took the Brahmin's son away with them, and came 
back. Arjoon, astonished and amazed, totally laid 
aside hisformerpresumption, and Felt both Crishna's 
might and his own weakness. The Brahmin, in 
great joy, received back his son, praising them for 
the miracles they had wrought, and the toils they 
had undergone.*' p. 457. 

HIS DISAPPEARANCE AND ASCENT TO H£AVEK« 

After a life thus spent in doing good, Crishna at 
length DISAPPEARS from earthy and the event is 
described in a paragraph affording evident proof 
that the Brahmins, as well in this instance as that of 
the White Horse in the CALCi,or final Avatar, 
were no strangers to the Apocalypse. 

** One day, in Dwaraka, which is a second Vai- 
contha, Crishna was enjoying himself with his rela- 
tions, and sons, and grand-children, and his sixteen 
thousand wives, and all his wealth : his elephants, 
his horses, his carri9ges out of number, were arranged 
in order. In the midst of his golden castle ex* 
tended his apartments on all the four sides. His 
gardens were of golden earth, wherein were trees 
of paradise full of variegated fruits. Peacocks, and 
cocelas (Indian nightingales), and other birds^ were 
sporting tbereim Crishna on that day was sur« 
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rounded with his sixteen thousand wives» as 
LIGHTNING WITH A CLOUB9 and tfacy gathered 
induiDcrable flowers as offerings to Crisbna, like 
the Devatas presenting flowers to Eendra ; and, in 
all the license, of joy» they and Crisbna were sporting 
together, and throwing the flowers at each other* 
In the garden was a river, whose banks were all 
gold and jewels, the water of which, from the re* 
flection of mbies, appeared red^ though perfectly 
white ; it was the water of life : and thousands 
of lotoses floated on its surface, among which innu* 
mtrable bees were humming and seeking their food* 
In this river they bathed and played, Crishna aU 
ways in the midst of them. At length, in the very 
height of all their revels and enjoyments, he sud- 
derilv DISAPPEARED'^ ! ! I 

In the Mahabbarat his death is mentioned, and is 
said to have been occasioned by an arrow from the 
bow of a huntsman that pierced his heel. When 
bis spirit departed, we are informed, ^* sd great a 
light proceeded from him, that it enveloped the 
whole compass of the earth, and illuminated all the 
. expanse of heaven. At that instant, an innumer- 
able tribe of Devatas, and other celestial beings, of 
all ranks and denominations ^ came to meet Crishna ; 
and he, luminous as on that night when he was 
born in the house of Vasudeva, by that same light 
pursued his journey between heaven and earth to 
the bright Vaicontha, or paradise, whence he had 
dcscendetj^ All this assemblage of beings, who had 
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come to meet Crisbna, exerted the utmost iS thdr 
power to Isiud and 'glorify htm/' 

Such, ihy Lords, is the account of the miraculous 
fealts as .detailed in . the Bhagavat, of this wonderfal 
diikl of Orkntal fancy, Crishna; sqch is the series 
ofpdrallel facts and passages so strikingly consonant, 
in many iespects, with those recorded of our Sa* 
viouT in the genuine gospels, that every mind capa- 
ble of a roomeht*^ reflection, must^ consider the 
former as imitations of the latter. I repeat the word 
must, because we know tba^ the humble and ilU^- 
' rate^ di«ciptes of Jesus were utterly unacquainted 
WiA die sciences and history of India, only at this 
day beginning to be known ; and that the Evan* 
gelistsi ignorant even of the Greek and Roman 
classics^ covLu never hav£ sseh the Sakt- 

SCRIT EOOKS, OR COPIED THE BhAGAVAT OF 
THS SUBLIME VyASA. 

With this conviction firmiy impressed on my own 
mind, I shall, in my next address to your Loiid- 
ships, proceed to lay bare the forgeries of the 
spurious gospels^ when the point ^nder considera- 
tion cannot Caiil of being still mote S€roi^ly,if not 
in^firagably proved. 

I have 4he honour to be^ 

With profound rcwspect, 

My Lords, 

&c. &a ^c* 

THOMAS MAURICE. 
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LETTER VII. 

Mt Lords, 

After the extensive display of fraud and forgery 
cxbibitcd in die preceding letters, to be followed up, 
in the present, by the disclosure of a still darker 
train of falsehoods, accumulated in the spurious 
gospds^ it becomes necessary to prove to the Right 
Reverend Body whom I have the honour of addres- 
sing, that the suspicions repeatedly intimated above, 
concerning: the comparatively modern age of the 
Bhagavat {however ancient might have been the 
original legend) are founded in trudi and justice. 
In evidence of the assertion thus hazarded, I 
produce* in the first place^ Mr. Wilford himself, 
who, discoursing on this subject, uses the following 
very remarkable expressions : *' The Hindus having 
once fixed the accomplishment of these prophecies 
to a period greatly anterior to the Christian aera, 
every thing in their books was either framed, or 
new modelled accordingly, and particularly in the 

^URANAS, EVERY ONE 'OF WHICH IS GR£*ATt^ 

H>ftT£RiOR TO OUR iERA, though many kgen^f, 
and &e materials in general, certainly existed b^4m 
in adme other shape/'* 

^ Asiatic Reseai^elies, vd. x. p. 35. 
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1 produce, secondly, Mr. Bcntley, who states the 
age of the Surya Siddhama, the oldest astronomical 
treatise extant in India, and formerly vaunted to 
be 2000 years old, as only about 7O0 years. His 
argument appears to be unanswerable. *^ That 
system, or Calpa, which is contained in the Surya 
Siddhanta, is expressly called tbe Calpa of Varaba, 
who flourished about the year 1021 of Salivahana. 
Therefore any Hindu work in which the name of 
Varaha or his system is mentioned, must evidently 
be modern; and this circumstance alone totally 
destroys the pretended antiquity of many of the 
puRANAS and other books, which, through the 
artifices of the Brahminical tribe, have been 
hitherto deemed the most ancient in existence.*'* 

With these remarkable concessions before us, 
from men well able to judge, from their acquaint- 
ance with the Sanscrit idiom, what Indian comp6« 
' sitions are of ancient, and what of recent fabrication, 
our path throughout the remainder of this mighty 
labyrinth will be clear and unperplexed. 

CONCERNING THE SPURIOUS GOSPELS, AND 
IMITATIONS OF THOSE GOSPELS. 

How early after the death of Christ the aflkctionatc 
.zeal of his disciples induced them to compose bisto* 
lies of his remarlud>le sayings and acts, while so^ 
journing upon earth, is evident from the initial 

* Amtic Researches, vol. ▼!. p, 5r4« 
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verses c^ Su Liike'a Go^pd^ where be tells cis that, 
pftmy bad takm in band to sctfortb in order a de- 
claration of those tbings o( which himself arid (he 
oiher apostles were eye-witnesses; and as these 
wifiters had probably tnirigl6d with their accounts 
many extravag/sint and puerile fables^ be, on that 
aecounty in aU Irkelihpod, was induced to com- 
mence bis own more authentic narrative. In this 
passi^ the apostle probably alluded to the gospels 
of tkie £^piiaf)s! and .Nazarenes^ supposed to have 
beeb the first of the furious gospels composed^ 
but which are not now extant. 
. The teroas spurious and apocryphal vrere appli^l 
to thdse produetions, because they contained things 
Qtlworthy of the dlvitie chatactor of him whose 
wonderous deeds they professed to detail, imong a 
great variety of authentic facts, recorded in the 
genuine gospels, which circumstance rendered them 
the more dangerous. They were» in fact^ innume- 
fabk, inoreasing as sects and heretical opinions 
nhultipffed ; the compilations of converted Jews, 
and judaizing Christians^ Valentinians^ Gnostics, 
Ivf anichxans^ and Nestorians, in support of the dif- 
ferent doctrines maintained by them. One of the 
most ancient and celebrated of these eflPorts of pious 
AMd vMs the oftenwuiencioned £ \r a n g e^l i u m Ih^ 
rANTiiE, Of Go^^ ef tb€ hi^dncfof our blessed 
Saviour^ a production probably of the first ages of 
Christianity, because expressly alluded to . by Ire* 

I 
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naeus,* who flourished in the second century as one 
among that infinite number dxax^if^ nai vo^y ypctpS^t 
which had already appeared to perplex the true be- 
liever ; and we are certain of that allusion by his 
mentioning so particularly the ridiculous story in«» 
serted, with some little variation^ as may be seen in 
the notet, in the 48th and 49th sections, as they 
stand in the edition of Thomas Sike, Utrecht, 1697, 
relative to the infant Christ's learning the Hebrew 
alphabet, whp, being desired by his master, 2^c- 
chaeus, to repeat after him Aleph, he did so, and, to 
his astonishment, went correctly through the whole 
alphabet, explaining the mystic meaning of each 
character to the utter astonishment of Zacchaeus, 
who exclaimed to Mary, ^* Filio huic tuo nullft 
doctrin& opus est." 

* trenaeus, adversus Haerescs, ^c. lib* i. cap. If, p. 104, 
edit, folio, 1596. 

t The entire passage, in Irensus, is as follows, wkich ^be 
learned reader will please to compare. witb what occurs in the 
preceding pages, and it may possibly solicit his . attention iu 
subsequent ones. 

IIpo; ^1 TtfloK ftfAt/Onloy mXttQcs UTfoufV^fv nah »9^»fP ypetfufs as 

rns aXnhiCL^ /xij tinrotiABPtfv ypafAJAola, Vlf09ira^a>Myifomf9cr% 9% ik 

^a-miloitxaBus ido? f nvf »9gri ft^«, aflroxf ira(a'9a» to ctXifa* flroXiy 
Ti T« ^liltt Ttf ^hLaxa?iB «i^vr«»7o(.|»Vf iv^ awoxfivao'dai .rot Kt^ioy, 
Xv ^oi ir^olifQf umt r% ir» to »^»f %eu tqIi O'oi tfv t( flr» to /SqIo* 
Kui Ti/Io i|f!7ttylA» vs at/ltf /AOfif to aywrop tWir^fMttff e tfanfMat 
tt rt» rv^u TV aXfa» ibid* 
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A story very nearly resembling the above (for 
Vic must not expect to find the similitude^X(3cr, 
vhich could not fail of discovering to us the tbejl)^ 
occurs in the lifeof Crishna, so often alluded to, for 
Vasudeva having found a complete tutor, named 
Send££P£n, for his supposed son, and his brother 
Rama, we are informed that he placed them under 
their care. ** Although, says the history, to saveap- 
pearances^ they staid some time in Avengtee as his 
pupils, yet, in fzct^Crisbna learned all the sciences in 
one day and nighty and perfectly knew all the sixty* 
four Kela^ to the great joy and equal astonishment 
of Sendeepen, who had been used to see his pupils 
employ noonths and years upon only one book.''* 

Thus, in the very first instance cited, we have not 
only proof of the high antiquity of the spurious 
gospel in question, but very direct evidence of its 
contents being transplanted into the Indian purana, 
in whatever age that composition was fabricated. 

There is one summary and decisive argument 
against the veracity of all the species of gospels 
under consideration, which are stuffed with roman- 
tic accounts of imaginary miracles said to have been 
performed by Christ in bis infancy^ whereas it is not 
apparent h'om any passage in the genuine gospels^ 
that he performed any miracles in infancy; but the 
direct contrary may be collected from that text of 
St. John, cap. ii. V. 2. This beginning of mi- 
KACLEs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee^ and mani* 

* Ancient India, rol. ii. p. 379- 



psted forth bis gi^ry^ and bis disciples bilieved in 
bim ; that is on account of this very manifestation 
cf his glory^ and the confirmation of his public 
ministry by a stupendous miracle. From this deci- 
sire text, as well as from the ridiculous and absurd 
nature of the miracles thus recorded, we may fairly 
conclude in the words of an old commentator on this 
text, Mendax igitur est liber de ihikjutim 
Salvatoris. This fact premised, and kept still 
in our view, we may safely proceed to notice such 
other miraculous deeds imputed to that Saviour m 
the Evangelium Infantiae as may tend to illustrate 
the subject under discussion, of which the ultimate 
object is to detect imposture, and vindicate the 
honour of the true Messiah. 

Of these, not the least degrading to his character 
is that recorded of him in the very first chapter of the 
E V A N c E L I u M, where Jesus is represented as speak* 
ing even in his cradle : affirmatur Jesum locutum 
es$€, et quidem cum in cunis jaceret dixisse ma. 
tri suae MarisB; ego sum Jesus, filius Dei, Verbum 
ilium quod peperisti, quemadmodum annunciavit 
angelus tibi Gabriel, misitque me Pater meus ad 
salutem Mundi.* Consonant to this we read in the 
life of Crishna : ** Soon after Crishna's mother was 
delivered of him, and while she was weeping over 
him and lamenting his unhappy destiny, the com- 

• Vide Codex Apocryph. vol, i. p. l6S, cura Fabricii 
edit. 1703, and Life of Crishna, m Ancient India, roUii. 
p. 3 4. 



))dssidiiate infant assaned the p<»¥er of speech, and 
soothed and comforted his afflicted parent. Then^ 
speaking to his father, Carry me, says he, to Gokul^ 
en the other side of the riv^er Jumna, to the Brahmin 
Nenda» whose wife having been lately delivered of 
a daughter^ exchange me for ber, and leave the rest 
to my dispotol/' 

Considering the striking similarity in many respects 
already intimated, between the history of Christ and 
Criihna^ it may seem rather singular that Crishna^ 
though cradled among herds and herdsmen^ as we 
have icen^ should not be bom in a stable. It ha{^ns, 
hy II father singular deviation, in this respect, from 
fecorded fact, that in the spurious gospel Christ is not 
said to have been born in the stable of an inn, or, 
according to Su Luke's information, to have re- 
posed his head in a manger, but merely in a subter* 
taneous abode, or cave^ If the maager had been 
mentioned in the Gnostic gospel, it would doubts 
less have been found in the Indian production. 
Thus the formerruns, " CUmque ad sptluncam per^ 
venissent, fassa est Maria Josepho, instare sibi tem- 
pus pariendi, neque se posse in urbem proficiscij 
sed banc, inquit, speluncam intremus." Cap. n. 

Again, when Crishna was born, we have seen^ the 
father's face became illumined, and the whole room 
was filled with the irradiations of divine glory. In 
perfect consonance with all this, we read in the 
apocryphal gospel : ^^ £t ecce ! repleta ilia erat 
(spelunca) luminibus, lucernarum et candelarum 
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fulgorem excedcntibus ; ct solari luce majoribus/' 
Cap. 3. 

I have ventured an opinion, in a note at page 34, 
that, in all probability, the Arabic edition of the 
Evangclium Infamise was the perverted medium 
through which Mohammed or his coadjutors, for he 
himself is said to have been neither able to read or 
write*), obtained information concerning our Sa- 
viour and his doctrines. In support of that opinion, 
two strong attesting facts shall no\f be produced. 

In the Koran, where that impostor is speaking of 
the birth of Christ, \vhom he always mentions re- 
spectfully, as a sublime prophet, though he denies 
his divinity, he puts these words into the mouth of 
Zachariah, when predicting the future greatness of 
the Messiah : — ^ While he is yet in the cradle, and 
hi swaddling clothes, be shall have the use .of 
speech.** t As the impostor could find nothing of the 
kind in St. Matthew, he undoubtedly derived his 
information from the spurious Gospel above men- 
tioned, which, at that time, was extant in Greek 
and Arabic. Mr. Sale, the learned editor of the 
Koran, in fact, makes tke following observation on 
this very passage. *' The reported sayings of the in- 
fant Jesus seem all to be taken from some fabulous 
traditions of the eastern Christians, one of which k 
preserved to us in the spurious Gospel of the /«- 
fancy of Christ, where wc read that Jesus spoke 

• Consult tie Preface to Sale's Koran, p. ?• 
t Sale's Koran, vol. ii. p. 63. 8vo. edit. 1765. 



while yet in the cradle, and said to his mother, 
J^trily I tfwr Jesus, the Son of God^ the Word 
wbicb tbou bast brougbt fortb^ as tbe Angel 
Gabriel did declare ufito tbee : and my^ father batb 
sent me to save tbe world,*' Some of these ridi- 
culous legends even go so far as to make the infant 
Jesus speak in the womb, and upbraid Joseph with 
his suspicions of the chastity of his wife. How 
widely different is all this from the temperate and 
dignified narration of the true Gospel I that Gospel 
which is almost totally silent in regard to the infancy 
of Cbrist^ and only details those sublime exertions 
of his supernatural power which were necessary to 
demonstrate his divinity to mankind, and hold up to 
posterity the example of those benevolent virtues 
which it is the principal object of Christianity to in-r 
culcate! 

In another note of Sale's on the same book, we 
are informed, from a similar source, that the pro- 
phet Zacharias, who is said, in the Koran, to have 
had the charge of Mary, during the infancy of her 
pregnancy with the immaculate Child, that this holy 
man, at that time officiating-priest at the altar, suf- 
fered nobody but himself to go into her chamber, 
or supply her with food, and that he always locked 
seven doors upon her. Notwithstanding this pre- 
caution, he constanUy found a plentiful table spread 
before her, of summer^fruits in winter^ and winter^ 
fruits in summer * But it is not on account of the 

♦ Sale's Koran, vol. i. in the notes, p. 6l. 
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fruits, thus ipiraculousty broii^lit die vtrgjrii, diat I 
cite this passage, butbecaase wehaye already jqcq^ 
that, in perfect unison vitfa the spurious gospd, 
the chamber in which the mother of £!risiu}a was 
confined, was only to be aj^roached throu]^ sm^m 
strong doors of iron.^ 

Soop affer the birth of Crishna, the holy 2o^, or 
Indian prophet Nareix, hearing of the faiqe of the 
in&nt Crishna, pays a visit to his supposed father 
and mother at Gokul, examines the stars, consulta 
the horoscope, inspects hi^ band, (for, the Indian 
in the most ancient periods, practised the art of chi- 
romancy,) and declares him to be of celestial de^ 
scent ; all which has every appearance of being a 
direct imitation of the account, in sacred story, of 
the astronomical magi (who at that ancient period 
were always astrologers), observing the star, and 
visiting and adoring die infant Saviour in Bethlehem* 

In the Bhagavat we read that Crishna coming 
home one day, found his mother busy in putting 
some pearls on a string. He asked her from what 
tree she had gathered them ; but, she answering ihnf, 
she never knew pearls to grow on trees, but only 
in oyster- shells, Crishna took one of the bi^st, 
which he had no sooner put in the ground, hut 
they saw a pearl«tree sprout forth full of ibe roost 
exquisite pearls. The mother standing amazadf 
and ready to worship him, he caused the tree to 
vanish immediately, p. 301. To (bis atory, aUOt 

♦ Sec abovei p. 83. 



fidme kind^fiafalld tmyho fotmd io the Eraiv 
geHum Ififantiae ; fi3r, the infant Jesus being at 
play wUfa other Hebrew children, after a viokat 
rain, amused himself wi(h clicking the current 
of the waters with tbe boughs of a tnt. One 
of his companions, seeing this, ill naturedly ne* 
moved those boughs ; upon which, Jesus sternly 
reprimanded him in these terms :—-jEcc^ jam tu 
quoque ianquam arbor anscas^ nee affiras Jblia 
neque ramos, neque fructum. Et illko totus aridus^ 
f actus est. At the entreaty of his parents, he after* 
Wards restored the youth to soundness, all but one 
hand, as an example of terror to others. In the 
fihagavat, the reader will find strong traits of this 
story in two beaudful youths, whom^the curse of a 
Brahmin had turned into trees, but whom the touch 
of Crishna restores to their former shape, p. 304. 

These, and a variety of similar tales, related in 
ikit apocryphal gospels, and in the life of Cridma, 
formed principally on the basis of those gospels, are, 
in ^11 probability, nothing more than mutilations of 
that portion of Holy Writ which represents the 
barren fig'tree as withered from the roots at tkc 
command of its creator. Mark ii. v. 14. 

It has already been observed, that Mathura, on 
the Jumna, was the city in which Crishna was horns 
where his most extraordinary miracles were per* 
formed, and which continues at this day the place 
where his name and Avatar are holden in the most 
sacred veneration of any province in liindostan. 
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These circumstances deserve particular notice f 
because, the Arabic edition of the Evangdium In- 
fantiae records Matarea, near Hermopdis, in 
Egypt, to have been the place where the infant Sa- 
viour resided during his absence from the land of 
Judaea, and until Herod died. At this place, Jesus 
is reported to have wrought many miracles ; and, 
among others, to have produced, in that arid region, 
a' fountain of fresh water, the only one in Egypt^ 
Hinc ad Sycomorum iltam digressi sunt^ qua bodie 
Mat ARE A vacatur ; et produxit Dominus Jesus 
fontem in Matarea, in quo Diva Maria (Crishna!s 
mother has also the epithet Deva prefixed to her 
name) tunicam ejus lavit. Ex sudot^e autem, qui a 
Domino Jesu ibi defluxitybalsamum in ilia regions 
provenit.* 

The town of Matarea still remains, wilh the 
name not in the least altered, being, at this day, 
called Matarea, Mr. Savary, who visited the 
spot in 1777, gives the followinjj account of it. 
^* At a little distance from Heliopolis, is the small 
village of Matarea ; so called, because it has a 
fresh water spring, the only one in Egypt; a tradi- 
tion has rendered it famous, which says, that the 
Holy Family, flying from Herod, came hither ; and 
that the Virgin bathed the Holy Child, Jesus, in this 
fountain. The Christians relate niany miracles 
performed here, and come with great devotion to 

♦ Evangelium Infantiae, p. 7 1. 

t Savary's Travels in Egypt, vol. i. p. \26. 
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drink its wate^rs, for the cure of thfeir diseases. The 
very Mohammedans partake of their veneration.'* 
He adds, that, within the memory of man, the bal- 
sam-plant was much cultivated in its neighbour- 
hood ; but that through the despotism of the 
Arabs, and the convulsions of Egypt, the cultiva- 
tion of that precious shrub is no longer attended to 
in the country. Now, though it would be contrary 
to historical evidence to assert the whole story rela- 
tive to Crishna and his adventures at Mathura, to 
have been a romance, founded on what is recorded 
in this Apocryphal Gospel concerning Christ and 
the Holy Family at Matarea, we may rest assured, 
that the similarity of name and incidents did not 
operate a little towards inciting them to make the 
interpolations contended for. n 

^' At a certain time," says the history of our In- 
dian deity, '* Crishna taking a walk with the other 
cowherds, they chose him their king, and every one 
had his place assigned him under the new king/* 
And in the Evangelium Infantiac, we read, Mense 
autem Adar congregavit Jesus pueros, eosque tan- 
quam rex disposuit. Straverant enim vestes suas 
in terra, ut super illas comideret^ et coronam^ e 
jloribus consertam capiti ejus imposuerant. Cap. 41. 

Whence comes it, on this occasion, we may fairly 
ask, that Crishna, the real nepbew of a king, in 
youth is made the humble attendant upon flocks, 
and the companion of cow boys ; whence but that 
in scripture his great exemplar, Christ, is so re- 
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peatedl}^ caUed the Good &bepberdj and those whom 
be came to save the lost sbsep of the bouse of Israel. 
1x1 fact, at page 1 23 of the Arabic edition of the 
spurious Gospel, the infcmt Jesus, soaring beyond 
the limits of allegory, and declaring himself to be 
the good Shepherd^ turns all his young companions 
into actual sbeep; but, afterwards, at the solicitation 
of dieir parents, restores them to their {)roper form. 
There is, as might be expected, at cap. 42, of tbU 
far-famed legend, a prolix relation, too long to be 
here wholly inserted, respecting a boy bitten by a 
serpent, who. was brought to Jesus to be cured : 
£t cum ad dominum Jesum pervenissent, rpgabat 
ille, quare hunc puerum gestarent ? Atque illis re* 
spondentibus, quod serpens ipsum momordisset; 
dicebat Dominus Jesus pueris, Ite ndbiscum ut ser^ 
pentem istum interficiamus. The serpent was, in 
consequence, not only compelled by his powerful 
antagonist to suck the poison out of the boy's 
wound, but Jesus curst the snrpent^ so that he in. 
stantly burst asunder and died. In just the same 
manner is the serpent, while contending with 
Crishna, and incircling him in his enormous folds, 
destroyed, by Ctishna's making himself so large as 
to burst tbe enraged reptile asunder: after which 
the victor exultingly tramples upon his thousand 
heads. These accounts may be called excessive 
exag^rations, but they mark through all antiquity 
the firm belief of the fact, and the wide diffusion of 
tbe doctrine. 
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It is remarkable^ thai one of the first miradea 
performed by Cdshoa,^ when mature^ was the curing 
of a Iqpcr; it is renoarkable, I say, because, curing 
the leprosy is the first iniiacle recorded of Christ by 
Sc Matthewj. with whose Gospel the Evangdkua 
Infantiae seems to be particularly connected. A 
passionate Brahmin having received a slight insult 
from a certain rajah, on going out of bis doors. 
Uttered this cursc^-^That he should^ from head to 
foot, be. covered with ,boils and the l^nosy ; which 
Iteing fulfilled in an instant upon the unfortuoatft 
king, he prayed to Crishna to deliver him from his 
nalady, and was eventually cured* 

In the numerous extracts ^ven above, the mira* 
culous feats of Crishna^ are principally alluded to, 
because: the date of thai Avatar's incarnatioui as be* 
fore remarked, if the records of India may be cre» 
dited> goei back to an aera of above a thousand years 
before Christ, whereas the birth of SaUvahani^ 
confessedly took place in the same year in which 
Christ, was bam; and the difficulty in the lattec 
ca$e^ although the aasumption of divine privileges 
is in some respects bolder, is consequently not 
so great as in the former. In fact, his history 
seems to have been founded, principally, on the 
basis of the Manidiatan legends : notwithstanding 
that circumstance,, it is also deeply connected with 
many of the facts recorded in the genuine gospels ; 
and the tale, disgustingly repeated, at second 
hand, neither excites our wonder, nor gfatiHes our 
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curiosity. Mr. Wilford thinks him altogether an 
imaginary character, an iERA, a cycle ; yet after^ 
wards^ rather inconsistently, informs us that the re- 
mains of bis dynasty continued to flourish, in the 
province of Delhi, till the latter end of the twelfth 
century.* In another place he observes : ** even in 
the time of Jaya-chandra, the last emperor of India^ 
(whose death took place A. D. 1194), we find a 
Salbahan king of Delhi ; and in the district of 
Bhadaon, in that province, there is a small town, the 
capital of a pergunnah of the same name, called 
Cote-Salbahan, or the fort of Salbahan, and 
said to have been built by him/*t 

Whatever share imagination, joined with pious 
fraud, may have had in compiling the history of Sai- 
Kvahana, certainly his character is not wholly ideal: 
and I shall now produce the passage before alluded 
to, from the history of Timur, by Sheriffedio, his 
Persian biographer, to prove that so late as the close 
of the fourteenth century, the remains of the Salba- 
han race existed in western India. •* On the 23d De- 
cember (A. D. 1398},' after a march of six miles, the 
army encamped at Toglocpoor, the inhabitants of 
which town were of a particular religion. They be- 
lieved that the whole universe was governed by two 
beings, the first of which is called Ormuzo, the 
second Ahriman, that is, light and darkness :X'* 

* Asiatic Researches, vol. ix. p. 2l6« 

t Ibid, p. 131. 

{ Life of TimuFi yoI. ii. p. 49. 
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these are the two well-known Persian prindples on 
which the heresies of Manes had been engrafted. 
Their religion being contrary to Timur's, who was 
then making war on the Guebres, or Parsees» they 
were slaughtered without mercy, and their town set 
on fire, 

Mr, Wilford's conjecture, in a subsequent page, 
that Salivahana was Manes himself, disguised under 
that appellation, is far more probable ; that Manesi 
whose religious'code, combining the splendid super- 
stiiion of the, ancient magi with the Christian doctrines, 
could not fail of making the deepest impression on 
the neighbouring race of Jire-worsbippers of India. 
However differf nt in purity of doctrine ; however 
bjumble and unadorned the Christian religion itself; 
arrayed jn the Manicbaean grandeur it fascinated the 
half idolatrous Indian multitude, and Manes be* 
came invested with honours which he never merited. 
The Hindus, Mr, Wilford elsewhere observes, " are 
fond of forms and emanations^ which they consider 
to be the same with the original from which those 
emanations sprang, and disciples are very often 
venerated as so many forms of their masters. It is 
then very possible that they should have considered 
the apostle and disciple, who first preached the 
gospel in India, as a form of Christ, or even as 
Christ himself after several centuries had elapsed;'"* 
and, in fact^ the profound veneration which the Ma« 
nichaeans, in particular, ar^ said to have ever eoter* 

* Vol. X, p. 121. 



tidited for the syvti)€i of the cuots, iisndets this 
supposition stilf more prohabte; 

To India, as vreH a»to Tanary, and other repotis 
of the higher Asia, after the death of their leadd^ 
his followers, exited fvom Persia bf the severe and 
just discipline of the primitive church, fled tm m^ 
cteasif^g mcrUitudes, and soon made numeroai and 
tCBiUm$ proselytes among a p€Kipte easify da^zkd 
n^kh a false glare, and already half infected wiiiv site 
Magfan devotion. If d)e attractive splendor of the 
Manichaean] superstition^ added to the aiffected sam^ 
tify; and severe penances of its^ votaries^ cooAd^ for a 
time, dehide^ as we know it did,* even so gjteat and 
penetrating a genius as Augustine, what must its 
e^cts have been upon less caltivaied afid disernii* 
natingmHKts? To the Persia followers of Manes 
Christ became the mediatorial Mitbras : and by 
the Indian disciples^ of tbatf impostor he WAs vene- 
rated as the preserver Veesbm^ of w^ich' cha#aeter, 
after all, Salivahana is only a' vatiety. 

In the history of SiiiviahtiMi there is, also, another 
circumstance that caffs for consideration. The 
public life of this half-deified personage, whoj we 
have seen, early became a Mwti^ and retired to de*- 
sert solitudes, was df too short a duration for urto 
find many parallel passages to that life in the spuriotis 
gospels ; but there are a few passages^ that bear so 
decided a simiKtude to certain' facfe related' of him, 
as absotutdy to forbid our referring the tesenAlance 
to chance alone* We have already noticed those 
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parts that have so marked a reference to the genuine 
gospels, to which may be added the following un- 
doubted imitation of Christ disputing in the temple 
with the Jewish doctors , both hearing them and 
asking them questions. Luke ii. 46. 

** There was a certain richr Indian merchant 
whoj before he died, gave to every one of his four 
sons an earthen pot, sealed, with injunctions not to 
open it till after his decease. When opened, the 
first was found to contain nothing but earth ; the 
second, coals, the third, bones, and the fourth, bran» 
VicR AM ADiTY A was applied to for an explanation ; 
but neither he nor any body else could explain this 
enigma. The four sons went afterwards to Pra* 
iisbtana^ and neither the king, nor any body else 
there, could give them an answer ; but there was a 
-wonderful child who did.** The story then goes on 
to relate the birtb,^&c. of this child, jind other 
circumstances mentioned before. " The child 
(Salivahana) hearing of this strange case, went to 
the king's presence, where the four sons of the mer* 
chant were, with a numerous and respectable as-^ 
semhly. He spake without embarassment^ and they 
were astonished^ for his words were like amrit^ or 
ambrosia. The first pot, says he, containing earth, 
entitles the owner to the landed proj}erty of his 
father. The second contains coals, and of course 
all the timber and wood become the property of the 
second son. The third is entitled to the elephants, 
horses, cattle, and animals of all descriptions be- 

K 
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longing to the estate ; and the fourth is entitled to 
the cora and grain of all kinds, the property of his 
father. Vicramaditt a, on hearing this, sent for 
the child, who refused to come : ^ Go," says he, •*to 
the messenger, and tell him, that when I have com« 
pleted my business^ (or in other words, when / 
shall be perfected, or my time is arrived)^ he will 
come to me of himself. Vicramaditta, irritated 
at this answer, wanted to kill him ; and advanced, 
at the head of a numerous army against the child, 
who Ttidkingjlgures of soldiers with clay, animated 
them.'* 

With respect to these figures of clay, which 
Salivahana animates with life, the whole story is a 
direct and palpable forgery, only substituting men 
for quadrupeds, of that part of the Evangelium In- 
fantiae where Jesus, then only seven years old, being 
at play with other youths about his own age,Varias 
IX LUTO formas fingebat, asinos, boves, volucres^ 
et alia his similia. Tunc Dominus Jesus dicebat 
pueris, ego illis, quas feci, figuris praccipiam, ut in- 
cedant; eadcmque hora subsiliebant, et cum 
reverd illis juberet, revertebantur. Fecerat autem 
avium passerumque figuras, quae cum volare ipsas 
juberet, volabant,*' &c. Jcsusformed ojclay various 
figures of asses, oxen, birds, and other animals. 
Then said Jesus, I will command these figures, 
which I have made, to walk, and instantly they be- 
gan to move 5 and when he commanded them to 
return, they returned* He also made figures of 
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birds and sparrows, which when he commanded 
them to fly, they obeyed, and when he commanded 
them to stand still, they did so. cap. 36.* 

In regard to the epithet of Takshaca, carpenter^ 
a word not greatly dissimilar from the Greek t«ct«i', 
occurring so repeatedly in the history of Saliva- 
hana, that repetition is, also, copied from the apo- 
cryphal gospel, since it is no where asserted in Scrip- 
ture that Christ worked at the trade of his nonfiinal 
father, and he is there generally denominated ru 
rtKTPvog i/tof, the son oftbe carpenter. The Gospel in 
question, however, expressly says that Joseph took 
his son with him whithersoever he was sent for tp 
work, ut portas tpsis, aut mulctralia, aut cribra, aut 
areas conficeret ; to construct gates, or milk-pails, or 
sieves, of boxes ; quotiescunque ergo Josepho ali- 
quid operis sui, longius aut brevius, latius sive an- 
gustius faciendum esset,* Dominus Jesus manuni 
suarn versus illqd extehdebat, ac statim,prout vellet 
Joscpbus, res sijccedebat, ita ut opus non csset ipsi 
maqu sua perficere, quia nee admodum periius erat 
anisfabrilis; " as often asjoseph had any thing in the 
cotir^ of his profession to make longer, or shorter, 
or wider, or narrower, Jesus would extend his hwd 
tovarcU it, ^d it presently became as Joseph de- 
fiired ; so that he bad no need to finish any thing 

♦ 1 h^ve translated this and^a subsequent extract from ihe 
<* Evang«;lium InfantiiE** for the benefit of that order of reader* 
who may not be conversant with tho classical languages. 
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viih his own hand, for indeed he was not very 
skilful at the trade of a carpenter/* cap. 38, 

In the chapter immediately succeeding, we find 
an idle story inserted concerning a throne, which 
Joseph had orders to construct for the king of Je- 
rusalem) which took him up two years in makings 
and, after all, it was made too little for the place in 
which it was to be erected ; but by the exertion of 
Jesus, He pulling the throne on one side and Joseph 
on the other, it soon became of a proper breadth, 
cap, 39. I am almost ashamed to transcribe these 
puerilities, but they are absolutely necessary to the 
purpose of this investigation, which is to detect fraud 
and imposture in affairs the most solemn and sacred, 
and that purpose, it is hoped, is, by this time, and 
through the exposition of these facts, without . 
diving deeper into this execrable trash, abundantly 
answered. 

After ^11, should it be thought, that neither l^ 
the travels in India of St. Thomas, and other seal- 
ous disciples in the early centuries aft; r Christ, nor 
by means of the extensive commercial intercourse 
at that time carried on between India and the great 
capitals of Asia, nor by Manes and his disciples, 
the Christian doctrines could be so early or so 
widely propagated in that country as above con- 
tended for, and my hypothesis seems to require, 
there yet remains another and abundant, though a 
later source, whence the most extended information 
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. relative to the doctrines of Christianity could have 
been obtained by the brahmins, and that is the wide 
diffusion on its shores of the Nestorian heresy in the 
fifth and sixth centuries. Though introduced at a 
later period, still it was in full time for the brah- 
mins to obtain the necessary intelligence, if Mr, 
Wilford's assertion, that all the puranas are of a 
date far posterior to the Christian ara^ be founded 
in fact. The peculiar tenets inculcated by the 
. author of that heresy, concerning the mixture of 
the divine and human nature in the person of 
Christ, were so extremely favourable to the ancient 
prevailing doctrine of incarnations, from which 
doctrine the first conception of the avatars of their 
gods emanated, that we cannot be surprized at their 
having strongly attracted the notice, and secured 
the belief of vast numbers of its inhabitants. The 
manner of their being blended in that divine person, 
ivhich, according to Nestorius, was by a confused 
mixture of the two natures, whereas the orthodox 
doctrine teaches only their close and intimate union 
with each other, without their being mixed and 
confounded together^ was a point beyond their 
ability or inclination to investigate; it was suffi- 
cient for them that the divine and human power 
were blended in those avatars, and manifested in 
their more than mortal exploits. 

Over how wide an extent of country, indeed, 
and in what amazing numbers the disciples of Nes^ 
torius in India were scattered in the sixth century » 
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may be collected from the account of Cosmas Indi- 
copleustes^ who, as a merchant of Alexandriai so 
frequently visited India in that century. He states, 
that in Malabar, particularly, there was an esta* 
blished ecclesiastical government, with a regular 
bishop at its head, and a train of subordinate priests 
and deacons to attend the other churches in that 
district, all subject to the metropolitan bishop of 
Seleucia in Persia.* 

It will be remembered also that, according to 
Procopius, in this very century, the breed of 
silk-worras, and a knowledge of that valuable ma* 
nufacture, were, under the auspices of Justinian, first 
brought to Constantinople by two Christian monks, 
who are expressly said to have been missionaries 
in India, and to have travelled thence to China^ 
where they learned the art.t 

The ancient accounts of India and China, by 
two Mahommedan travellers in the ninth century, 
published by Renaudot, fully confirm all the above 
particulars with respect to the extent and power of 
the Nestorian church in India ; and during these nine 
centuries, sooner or later, doubtless it was that the 
artifice of the fraudful brahmin was at work in deco* 
rating his gods and heroes with borrowed splendours, 
sacrilegiously stolen from the Christian altars, and in 
fabiicating from the genuine and spurious gospels, 

* See Cosm. Indicopleust. in topograph. Christian, lib, iii* 
p. 78. 

t Procopius, lib. iv. cap. J7, 
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. the fictitious history of Salivahana. In fact, tha^ 
this very Evangelium Infantiae was perfectly well 
known among the Nestorians of Malabar, is proved 
by this circumstance recorded in Fabricius, that *' at 
the synod holden at Diamper^ by Alexius de Me* 
ijiezes, Archbishop of Goa, in the diocese of Anga- 
ttiala. A, D. 1559, ^^ ^^^ condemned by name as a 
book abounding with blasphemies and heresieV' 
and it is there expressly affirmed to have been read 
ip their churches. J 

.Were it necessary to my purpose to descend to 
Jlges later in time, and trace the wide extended in- 
fluence of the Nestorian faith through Asia, and in 
particular in China, Tartary, Tibet, and other coun- 
tries situated on the confines of India, authorities 
would not be wanting, but may abundantly be 
found in the pages of the above cited authors, Mo-. 
«heim, Fabricius, and others. I shall not, however, 
^t present, travel beyond those confines. During 
the sanguinary conflicts and wide desolation of suc« 
ceeding centuries, occasioned by the irruption of 
Arabian, Persian, and Tartar conquerors, the Nes- 
torian church seems to have flourished with unim- 
paired vigour in the remote region of Malabar; 
and a more striking proof of it cannot be given 
than is to be found in the authentic fact, that when 
the Portugueze arrived in India, they found, to 

+ See an express Dissertation of Renaudot 06 the subject, 
annexed to these ancient accounts, p. 67* 
I See Cod. Apoc. torn. 3, p. 421. 
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their astonishment^ no less than one hundred Chris- 
tian churches on that coast, whose repose and 
union, however, they basely violated, on account, 
as they averred, of the heretical doctrines professed 
by them, though, in fact, avarice and ambition were 
the real principles that incited their persecution* In 
spite, however, of all their fanatic rage, combined 
with the terrors of the bloody inquisition established 
by them at Goa, we are informed by Dr. Buchanan, 
who famishes us with the preceding fact, that, even 
at this day, there remain in Malabar fifty-five chur- 
ches of that creed, and a body of not less than fifty 
thousand Christians.^; 

Such, my Lords, were the various sources^ such 
the numerous, or rather innumerable, channels by 
which the knowledge of the sacred books, the He- 
brew, not less than the evangelical writings, might, 
during a long succession of ages, have reached the 
shores of India. In the latter portion of these Letters, 
I have dwelt too much, perhaps, on those of a more 
modem date, but the subject recendy discussed re- 
quired it; as the history of Salivahana ascends not 
beyond the acra of Christianity. But the race of 
men with whose sacjred dogmas those of Christianity 
have so intimate, so inseparable a connection, the 
JEWS, were too wonderful a nation, both in 
their history and manners, were too centrally 
situated in Asia, and kept up too extended a com- 
merce with tltsir neighbours, not to be the subject 

J See Buchanan's Memoir; p. 51 and 5$. 
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of Frequent and profound consideration to the 
oriental, and even the early Greek philosophers* 
The Mosaic doctrines, as is proved by Arch- 
bishop Usher and Stanley,* were well known to 
Pythagoras, who has inserted many of them in 
his philosophy ; and with respect to Plato's know- 
ledge of them, I hope I may be pardoned for in- 
troducing here what I have said concerning him on 
this very subject in the *^ Indian Antiquities," when 
tradng the vestigia of those doctrines through the 
schools of Greece.* '^ The best evidence of the fact 
is to be found in his writings, where are to be met 
with such repeated allusions to what he denominates 
irccX»m Xeyoij ancient discourses, or traditions, and 
certain l,vfm xai ^omxo^ /auOo>> or Syrian and Phoe« 
nician fables, that it is impossible to consider this 
philosopher as not conversant in Hebrew antiqui« 
ties. The contrary, in fact, was so manifest to Nu- 
menius, a Pythagorean philosopher of the second 
century, that, according to Clemens Alexandrinus, 
he exclaimed, Ti ya^ in Ilx»rtoi/ ^ Mutrns 'Ar7ixf^»y ; 
What is Plato but Moses conversing in the language 
of Athens ?t 

And could the curious though remote race of 
Indian brahmins, whom Pythagoras is known to 
have visited, and from whom he borrowed the 
lingular doctrine of the metempsychosis, all this 

* Usserii Annal, p. 151, and Stanley, p. 350. 

t Indian Antiq. vol. v. p. 443. 

J Clew. Alexand. Stromal. lib.i.p.411, edlt.Oxon, 



while have remained ini ignorance of the doctrincf 
and philosophy of Moses ? The voice of History^ 
and the decisive evidence of their own writings^ id 
many points so congenial with the Mosaic philoso- 
phy and legislative code, absolutely forbid the sup- 
position. Let it evar be remembered, when subjects 
are brought forward, and many more may be ex* 
pectid^ similar to those which have been above 
discussed, that the knowledge of the Hebrew writ-^ 
ings and history could not fail of being widely 
propagated through Asia, owing to the dreadful 
calamities which, in consequence of dieir perverse^ 
ness and disobedience of God's commands, in dif«- 
ferent seras, befell diat unhappy nation. Among 
others, primarily^ may be noticed the captivity and 
dbpersion ofthexEH tribes through Assyria and 
Media, by Salmanasar, in the remote year, before 
Christ, 721 ; and, secondly^ and, more particularly, 
&e grand catastrophe that befell them in the year, 
before the same asraj 586, when Jerusalem was 
taken by Nebuchadnezzar, its temple and its palaces 
plundered and burned, and the remaining tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin carried away captive td 
Babylon, 

' It was then^ principally, that, grown impatient 
under the chains of bondage, during that long 
4>rdained captivity of seventy years, they migrated, 
in multitudes, to various regions of the Higher Asia, 
Persia, Bactria, and India (to the last country 
more particularly), of which fact recent rescarchct 
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made on tibe spot have obtained for us the most 
positive evidence^ carrying mih them their ancient 
and venerable books^ which contained the remark- 
able predictions of Isaiah and Jeremiah, concerning 
the promised Messiah, to whom their whole synv* 
bolical ritual alluded. Among these, supremeljr 
eminent in grandeur and majesty, exuUing piety 
enumerates that most solemn and sublime predic«- 
tion, uttered by the former of those prophetS| and so 
pointedlyalludtd to in a former page — that a child 

SHOULD BE BORN OF A VIRGIN, AND THAT HIS 
NAME SHOULD BE WONDERFU L, COUNSELLOR, 
THE MIGHTY God, THE EVERLASTING FATHER, 

THE PRINCE OF PEACE. On the basis of this, 
and still more ancient predictions, the history both 
of Crishna and Salivahana were, in part, founded, 
in partj I say, because I trust in the preceding 
pages, it has been in my power to prove, that the 
portrait, thus commenced in ancient periods, was 
ewtiiiM2\\y finished with borrowed images from the 
gospels, both genuine and apocryphal, which, through 
the channels above pointed out, in the early ages 
of Christianity found their way to the recesses of 
the brahmins. 

Thus, my Lords, have I endeavoured, dispas« 
sionately, to investigate a subject of^ great import*, 
ance to our national religion, and to annihilate one 
source of imaginary triumph to its enemies of the 
ncbools pf Voltaire and Volney. On this, as on 
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former occasions, however deficient in abiHty^ I tru^t 
the praise of assiduity, at least, will not be denied 
me ; and that the errors of judgment, wheresoever 
they may have occurred^ will be overlooked in the 
uprightness of intention. 

I have the honour to be, 
With the greatest deference and respect, 

My Lords, 

Sec. &c. &c. 

THOMAS MAURICE. 
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